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GIBRALTAR  EPIDEMIC. 


Reply  to  Dr.  Barry’s  Remarks  on  the  Gibraltar  Epidemic  of 

1828.  By  Hugh  Fraser,  Esq.,  late  Surgeon  of  the  Civil 
•  Hospital,  Gibraltar. 

(From  the  London  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  March  1831.) 

“As  Cadiz,  almost  without  quarantine  regulations,  remained  free  from  epidemics 
from  1743  to  1799;  and,  with  very  rigorous  quarantine  regulations,  suffered 
from  eleven  epidemics  from  1800  to  1820,  something  must  be  behind  the  door, 
requiring  examination.” — Dr.  Salva,  Professor  of  Medicine  at  Barcelona. 

TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Sir:  You  will  merit  thanks  from  the  public  for  recording,  so 
freely,  details  connected  with  yellow  fever;  for,  although  the 
subject  be  not  of  immediate  interest  to  the  mass  of  the  pro¬ 
fessional  men  of  England,  it  is  one  which,  as  to  its  contagious 
or  non-contagious  nature,  “science,  commerce,  humanity, 
alike  demand  that  the  truth  should  be  ascertained,”  as  Dr. 
Southwood  Smith  has  so  well  observed  in  his  book  on 
Fever. 

To  all  who  have  followed  the  late  discussion  between  Dr. 
Barry  and  myself,  on  the  subject  of  the  Gibraltar  epidemic 
of  1828,  it  must  be  quite  evident  that,  were  I  only  to  consult 
my  personal  feelings,  I  perhaps  could,  after  the  publication 
of  such  a  letter  as  his  last,  in  your  Journal  for  February,  retire 
from  the  contest  without  discredit;  for  if,  in  former  numbers 
of  your  Journal,  I  had  been  considered  by  that  gentleman  as 
a  “cat’s  paw,”  as  a  disappointed  man,  “pushed  on  by  a  co¬ 
terie,”  and  as  occupying  myself  with  details,  “not  one  word 
of  which”  belonged  to  me;  I  am  now,  by  the  pen  of  that  very 
same  gentleman,  most  thoroughly  and  satisfactorily  purified. 
If,  in  common  with  many  of  my  honourable  colleagues  of 
Gibraltar,  I  had  been  branded  in  a  Journal  as  “crazy,  as 
similar  to  the  “pompous  empty  Musselman,  and  as  some¬ 
thing  still  worse  than  all  this,  I  have,  in  common  with  my 
colleagues,  been  whitewashed  and  eulogised  in  your  last 
Journal,  by  the  same  pen,  to  a  degree  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
most  ambitious.  Were  it  not,  therefore,  that  now,  as  at  all 
times  throughout  this  discussion,  I  feel  bound  as  an  evidence 
in  a  public  cause ,  I  should,  to  consult  my  own  taste,  certainly 
prefer  notappearing  any  more  on  the  subject  of  the  Gibraltar 
epidemic. 

In  admitting  most  readily  that  the  style  now  adopted,  and 
the  ample  avowals  now  made  by  Dr.  Barry,  should  be  met, 


4 


on  my  part,  by  a  wish  to  avoid  hereafter  any  thing  like  aspe¬ 
rity;  or  unnecessary  severity  of  language,  the  cause  of  truth 
must  not  be  one  bit  the  less  faithfully,  less  diligently,  or  less 
energetically  advocated.  If,  with  a  view  to  enable  the  public 
to  get  at  truth,  I  shew  (which  is  quite  unavoidable)  how  cer¬ 
tain  individuals  have  mystified  things,  I  am  not  to  be  told, 
when  I  give  their  names,  that  I  am  influenced  by  personal 
motives,  or  that  I  am  engaged  in  what  Dr.  Barry  terms 
“ personal  polemics.”  I  feel  that  this  is  an  ungracious  office; 
but  truth,  so  much  needed  by  the  world  at  large  on  the 
subject  of  yellow  fever,  must  be  obtained  even  this  price. 
Since  my  last  letter,  the  names  of  persons  who  have  displayed 
bad  faith  in  the  affairs  connected  with  the  Gibraltar  epidemic, 
have  been  given  in  publications  in  France,  as  well  as  in  this 
country. 

As,  upon  the  origin  of  this  epidemic,  the  evidence  is  con¬ 
flicting,  the  public  will,  no  doubt,  in  this,  as  in  other  cases, 
inquire  a  little  into  the  good  faith  of  those  who  present  them¬ 
selves  as  witnesses.  Dr.  Barry  has  himself  removed  the 
“nefas”  which  it  once  had  pleased  him  to  stamp  on  all  the 
public  witnesses  who  dared  to  give  honest  evidence  against 
the  cause  of  the  superintendent  of  British  quarantine;  and 
now  the  public  are  enabled  to  judge  how  far  certain  witnesses, 
in  favor  of  this  last  gentleman’s  cause,  are,  by  their  own 
shewing,  worthy  of  consideration,  on  a  question  of  high  im¬ 
portance.  Dr.  Barry,  doubtless,  merits  credit  for  having  so 
frankly  unburdened  his  conscience,  by  doing  justice,  even  at 
the  eleventh  hour,  to  those  among  whom,  most  assuredly, 
paltry  ideas,  foreign  to  the  honour  of  their  profession,  were 
never  harboured.  I  am  willing  to  believe  that,  while  he  made 
such  ample  amends  to  the  living,  what  was  due  by  him  to¬ 
wards  the  dead  had  escaped  his  memory:  I  allude  to  the  late 
Dr.  Hennen.  To  what  Dr.  Barry  has  said,  in  justice  to  the 
medical  gentlemen  of  Gibraltar  during  the  epidemic  of  1 828, 
it  remains  for  me  to  add,  (lest  an  impression  should  go  forth 
as  to  the  existence,  among  them,  of  a  disposition  to  unbecom¬ 
ing  “ squabbling,”)  that,  until  the  arrival  of  two  gentlemen  in 
the  garrison,  at  the  close  of  the  epidemic,  and  whose  names 
my  readers  can  have  no  difficulty  in  tracing,  never  before,  I 
believe,  was  there  more  cordiality,  more  perfect  disinterested¬ 
ness,  or  more  liberality  in  giving  mutual  aid  and  advice.  I 
fear  that  a  portion  of  the  public  has  been  disposed  to  look 
upon  the  present  discussion  as  tainted  by  a  party  spirit.  Now, 
in  truth,  all  Gibraltar  non-contagionists  were,  to  a  man,  those 
who,  led  by  the  evidence  of  facts,  supported  their  opinions  in 
direct  opposition  to  their  personal  interests:  they  could  very 


soon  perceive  that  the  way  to  be  in  bad  odour  in  quarters 
where  the  power  of  doing  an  injury  or  conferring  favors  lay, 
was  by  declining  to  lend  themselves  to  the  side  of  contagion.* 
I  call  upon  the  public  to  bear  in  mind  that,  in  all  the  Gibraltar 
epidemics,  those  medical  men,  professing  themselves  to  be 
contagionists,  have  been,  with  very  few  exceptions,  either 
persons  holding  profitable  situations  in  the  quarantine  de¬ 
partment,  or  those  who  hold  those  situations  in  partibus;  or, 
again,  those  who  have  received  promises,  protection,  or  favors 
from  persons  holding  the  profitable  situations  alluded  to.  This 
should  never  be  lost  sight  of  in  balancing  the  evidence  on  the 
question  of  the  contagious  or  non-contagious  nature  of  the 
black-vomit  fever  of  Gibraltar.  Not  a  word  which  can  be 
considered  as  savouring  of  hostility  or  rancour  shall  be 
directed  by  me  towards  individuals  supporting,  honestly,  opi¬ 
nions  as  to  the  contagious  property  of  that  fever;  opinions 
founded  on  circumstances  not  duly  examined,  and  which 
they  would  probably  not  hesitate  to  confess  were  erroneous, 
on  further  investigation;  as  a  great  leader  of  Spanish  conta¬ 
gionists  (Dr.  Piguellem)  did,  when  he  witnessed  the  epide¬ 
mic  of  1821,  at  Barcelona;  as  the  author  of  the  article 
“Fever,”  in  the  “ Dictionnaire  des  Sciences  Medicales”  did, 
when  he  observed  the  course  of  the  disease  more  closely  in  the 
West  Indies ;  as  the  celebrated  Rush  did  in  America;  and,  in 
short,  as  many  others  have  done. 

I  believe  that,  by  the  publication  of  Dr.  Barry’s  paper,  read 
at  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  his  other  published  papers, 
(Code  Sanitaire,  &c.)  the  public  must  now  be  pretty  nearly  in 
possession  of  whatever  that  gentleman  can  furnish  towards 
the  support  of  the  nearly  prostrate  cause  which  has  so  long 
been  a  source  of  comfort,  patronage,  and  emolument  to  cer¬ 
tain  persons ;  and  it  will  be  seen  how  little  any  degree  of 
dexterity  is  able  to  triumph  over  truth. 

The  first  paragraph  deserving  notice  will  be  found  by  turn¬ 
ing  to  No.  381,  page  381,  of  your  Journal, f  namely,  “Mr. 
Fraser  tells  you  and  your  readers,  that,  before  the  arrival  of 

*  Indeed,  all  the  ways  in  which  the  personal  interests  of  Gibraltar  non- 
contagionists  were  placed  in  jeopardy  cannot  be  stated:  never  were  circum¬ 
stances  so  calculated  to  demoralize  the  profession.  “Sir,  you  are  not  a  safe 
person  to  remain  in  this  garrison,”  said  the  superintendent  of  British  quaran¬ 
tine,  to  Staff-surgeon  Dix,  in  May  1829.  “Fraser,  it  will  be  better  for  you  to 
be  on  our  side,”  said  the  superintendent's  secretary  (Dr.  Barry)  to  me,  in  an 
interview  which  he  pressed  upon  me,  a  few  weeks  previous. 

f  The  pages  quoted  throughout  this  paper  will  always  bear  reference  to  Dr. 
Barry's  rejoinder  (published  in  No.  381,  vol.  lxiv.  of  this  Journal)  to  my  paper 
inserted  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  No.  26,  fasc.  2,  p.  337,  unless  the 
contrary  be  noted. 


6 


Dr.  Pym  in  the  garrison,  in  November,  even  the  word  conta¬ 
gion  had  become  nearly  obsolete,”  &c.  To  disprove  this,  Dr. 
Barry  has  adduced  the  copy  of  a  letter  relative  to  hospital 
bedding,  written  to  the  military  secretary,  by  the  late  Dr. 
Hennen,  principal  medical  officer  in  Gibraltar,  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  fever  in  question.  It  seems  to  me  quite  pitiable  to 
attempt  to  prove  that,  because  from  that  letter  (penned  so 
early  in  the  epidemic  season  as  the  24th  of  September,)  it 
would  appear  that  Dr.  Hennen  entertained  fears  as  to  the 
effect  of  a  prodigious  collection  of  foul  hospital  bedding,  the 
word  contagion  had  not  become  obsolete  in  Gibraltar  after 
the  lapse  of  a  period  of  more  than  two  months. 

In  the  paper  inserted  in  the  review  mentioned  in  the  last 
note,  I  gave  copies  of  letters  from  Dr.  Hennen,  shewing  his 
entire  conviction  of  the  disease  being  of  local  origin;  and, 
from  having  been  in  constant  communication  with  him,  I 
know  he  had  the  same  conviction  up  to  the  hour  of  his  death. 
Little  could  this  talented  man  have  imagined,  when  he  wrote 
those  letters,  dictated  by  honest  feelings  of  duty,  that,  after 
his  death,  they  would  be  commented  upon  in  a  manner  which 
I  shall  now  forbear  to  characterize.  Let  the  first  paragraph 
of  page  384  be  looked  at,  and  the  insinuation  there,  so 
openly  conveyed,  will  shew  to  what  extremes  the  advocates  of 
the  advantageous  side  (the  quarantine  side)  of  this  question 
will  go  to  support  what,  I  think,  must  be  considered  as  unte¬ 
nable.  Although  Dr.  Hennen  was  so  decided  in  what  he  has 
stated  in  the  letter  alluded  to,  against  the  foreign  origin  of  the 
fever,  he  was  naturally  justified,  particularly  with  the  high 
responsibility  which  rested  upon  him,  in  having  some  doubts 
as  to  the  possibility  of  the  disease  becoming  contagious  from 
numbers  being  crowded  together,  and  of  the  possibility  also 
of  contagion  by  fomites,  in  foul  accumulated  bedding.  This, 
it  is,  I  think,  very  reasonable  to  suppose  had  caused  him,  as 
a  precautionary  measure,  to  express  himself  in  the  manner  he 
has  done  in  the  letter  in  question;  but  that,  after  sufficient 
observation,  he  maintained  an  opinion  of  this  kind,  does  not 
at  all  appear  to  have  been  the  case;  nor  do  I  think  that  such 
can  be  shewn  by  reference  to  any  other  of  his  writings,  dic¬ 
tated  during  this  lamentable  period.  Indeed,  as  to  contagion 
there  was  not,  I  believe,  at  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic,  a 
single  medical  officer  of  the  garrison  who  had  not  doubts  and 
apprehensions  upon  the  subject;  while,  at  its  close,  when  the 
whole  evidence  was  before  them,  there  was  not  a  solitary  in¬ 
dividual,  that  I  know  of,  among  those  who  witnessed  the 
course  of  the  disease  throughout,  who  had  any  doubts  left 
upon  the  subject,  and  some  of  these  gentlemen  had  quite  as 
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much  experience  of  diseases  as  Dr.  Hennen.  Even  on  the 
question  of  importation,  two  of  them  had,  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  disease,  written  to  Dr.  Hennen,  calling  his  attention  to 
rumours  as  to  the  importation  of  the  malady  by  a  certain 
ship.  The  letters  of  these  gentlemen  are  in  the  medical  office 
at  Gibraltar,  and  they  shew,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  unbiassed 
manner  in  which  the  question  was  at  that  moment  met.  Dr. 
Barry,  in  his  zealous  search  after  documents  calculated  to  aid, 
in  ever  so  feeble  a  manner,  the  prostate  cause  of  yellow  fever 
contagion,  could  scarcely  have  failed  to  have  seen  those  letters, 
which,  I  presume,  must  have  convinced  him  that  truth  alone 
was  sought  after  by  those  who,  after  this  period,  became  de¬ 
cided  non-contagionists.  For  my  part,  I  cannot  imagine  how 
it  is  possible  that  any  two  persons,  calling  themselves  conta- 
gionists  in  regard  to  yellow  or  Bulam  fever, #  can,  if  they  have 
been  at  Gibraltar,  and  are  in  possession  of  all  the  occurrences 
of  the  year  1828,  ever  converse  together  without  smiling  at  the 
gullibility  of  a  portion  of  the  public,  as  soothsayers  were,  we 
are  told,  wont  to  do,  in  reference  to  their  peculiar  calling. 

At  page  381,  Dr.  Barry  observes,  “When  Mr.  F.  shall  have 
redeemed  his  promise  of  ‘more  of  this  hereafter/  relative  to  a 
paper  which  he  states  ‘  I  drew  up/  shortly  after  my  arrival  in 
Gibraltar,  to  prove  the  non-contagious  nature  and  local  origin 
of  this  epidemic,  I  shall  reply ;  not  before.  I  dare  him  to  the 
proof.”  Those  who  are  well  aware  that  such  a  document  was 
drawn  up  by  Dr.  Barry  almost  immediately  after  his  arrival  in 
Gibraltar,  must  be  astonished  at  his  intrepidity  in  thus  daring 
me  to  the  proof.  As  my  proof,  I  beg  then  to  offer  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  from  the  French  physician,  Dr.  Chervin,  one  of  the 
members  of  a  commission  sent  by  that  government  to  Gibraltar 
in  1828,  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  origin  of  our  epidemic: 
this  letter  will,  I  think,  shew,  not  only  that  I  have  made  no 
vague  statement  respecting  that  document ;  but  it  will  shew 
further,  and  on  the  evidence  of  one  whose  veracity  I  do  not 
suppose  Dr.  Barry  will  be  inclined  to  question,  that  this  advo¬ 
cate  of  what  I  consider  a  very  bad  cause  has  woven  a  web  for 
himself,  from  which  it  will  not  be  very  easy  for  him  to  emerge. 
Here  is  a  translation  of  Dr.  Chervin’s  letter. 

*  I  am  prepared  to  shew,  if  necessary,  that  a  certain  celebrated  advocate  of 
the  importation  of  this  Bulam  adopted  what  is  termed  expurgation,  or  purifi¬ 
cation  of  the  town  of  Gibraltar,  after  the  epidemic  of  1828,  “to  please  the 
Spaniards  merely not  then,  as  it  would  appear,  to  destroy  any  latent  prin¬ 
ciple  of  contagion ! 
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a  Paris ,  Jli/e  Villedot ;  Nov.  29,  1830. 

“  My  dear  Mr.  Frazer: 

“You  ask  me  whether,  on  my  arrival  in  Gibraltar  in  1828,  Dr. 
Barry  did  not  pronounce  in  favor  of  the  local  origin  and  of  the non- 
contagious  property  of  the  yellow  fever,  which  then  reigned  in  that 
garrison.  The  following  is  what  he  stated  to  me  on  two  different 
occasions :  I  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  23d  November,  and  Mr. 
Amiel  (surgeon  of  the  12th  regiment)  told  me,  on  the  24th,  fat  the 
Naval  Hospital,  that  Dr.  Barry,  who  lived  in  camp  on  the  Neutral 
Ground,  wished  very  much  to  see  me.  On  the  following  day  I  went 
to  the  camp  on  Neutral  Ground,  and  I  had  scarcely  arrived  when 
that  physician  came  up  to  me,  conversed  with  me  on  the  prevailing 
disease,  and  among  otherthings  made  use  of  these  remarkable  words : 
‘  M.  Chervin,  all  the  facts  of  which  I  have  been  a  witness  here,  con¬ 
firm  completely  ( enticement )  your  opinion/  Now,  my  opinion 
was  then,  as  it  still  is,  that  the  yellow  fever  is  neither  contagious 
nor  imported.  Mons.  Trousseau  was  present  at  this  conversation, 
and  he  heard  perfectly  the  words  which  I  have  just  quoted. 

“  Eight  or  ten  days  afterwards,  Mons.  Barry  came  to  see  us 
(the  French  commission)  at  Bell  lane,  at  our  breakfast  hour;  he  re¬ 
newed  the  subject  of  yellow  fever  to  me,  and  was  on  this  occasion 
much  more  explicit  than  on  the  first;  he  told  me  that  the  epidemic 
which  reigned  in  Gibraltar  was  owing  to  an  atmosphere  stagnant, 
vitiated,  corrupted,  &c.,  and  that  he  had  accordingly  applied  to 
the  lieutenant  governor,  to  appoint  a  commission  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  into,  and  deciding  upon,  the  causes  of  the  disease.  M. 
Trousseau  was  again  present  at  this  conversation,  and  Dr.  Gilkrest, 
Deputy  Inspector  of  Hospitals,  just  entered  as  M.  Barry  ended  his 
energetic  exposition  of  what  he  then  looked  upon  as  the  causes  of 
the  disease.  It  was,  therefore,  not  without  surprise,  that  I  saw  that 
physician  face  about  ( faire  volte  face )  a  little  after  the  arrival  of 
Dr.  Pym  at  Gibraltar,  displaying  zeal  the  most  ardent  for  the 
doctrine  of  the  importation  of  the  disease. 

“  But  there  is  one  circumstance,  of  which  you  cannot  be  igno¬ 
rant,  which  is,  that  M.  Barry  did  not  rest  satisfied  with  merely 
expressing  his  opinion  verbally,  but  wrote,  as  is  stated,  a  long  me¬ 
moir  in  proof  of  the  local  origin  of  the  epidemic.  Mr.  Moore, 
Assistant  Staff  Surgeon,  attached  to  the  hospital  of  Gibraltar,  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  he  himself  had  copied  this  memoir  of  Dr.  Barry, 
and  that  that  physician  had  supported  very  strongly  the  indigenous 
origin  of  the  disease.  On  the  13th  March,  1829,  Major  Middleton, 
of  the  42d  regiment,  also  assured  me,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Duguid, 
merchant,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  latter,  that  he  had  read  the 
manuscript  in  question,  and  that  the  author  shewed  himself  quite 
opposed  to  the  doctrine  of  importation.  Dr.  Broadfoot  had,  as  that 
gentleman  informed  me,  the  memoir  of  M.  Barry  in  his  possession 
for  several  days,  but  his  occupations  did  not  permit  him  to  read  it: 
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Miss  Broad  foot,  who  amused  herself  in  looking  over  the  manuscript, 
told  me  that  it  consisted  of  about  fifty  or  sixty  pages.  In  short, 
Mr.  Wm.  Sweetland  informed  me  at  Gibraltar,  that  he  had  read  the 
memoir  alluded  to,  and  during  his  residence  in  Paris  in  the  month 
of  August  last,  he  was  kind  enough  to  let  me  see  a  paper,  which  he 
himself  had  drawn  up,  full  of  interest,  relative  to  the  late  epidemic 
of  Gibraltar,  and  in  which  he  thus  expresses  himself  in  English  re¬ 
lative  to  the  manuscript  of  Dr.  Barry : 

“  Dr.  Barry,  after  the  most  mature  consideration  of  the  question, 
at  least  I  am  bound  to  think  so,  declared  that  he  saw  cause  sufficient 
in  the  place  (Gibraltar)  for  the  appearance  of  the  disease,  pointed 
out  remedies,  and  submitted  the  result  of  his  deliberations,  in  a 
memoir  to  Dr.  Broadfoot,  his  official  chief,  with  a  view  to  its  being 
sent  to  his  Majesty’s  government.  This  memoir  I  have  since  un¬ 
derstood  was  suppressed,  that  is,  was  not  forwarded  to  England.  I 
cannot  be  mistaken  as  to  the  doctrines  contained  in  it,  for  Dr. 
Barry  paid  me  the  compliment  of  sending  it  to  me ;  I  read  it  with 
much  attention,  and  thought  it,  notwithstanding  a  great  deal  of  wild 
speculation,  which  it  contained,  to  be  the  work  of  a  man  of  consi¬ 
derable  acuteness  of  observation. 

“  I  beg,  my  dear  Mr.  Frazer,  that  you  will  excuse  the  length  of 
my  reply.  I  thought  it  proper  to  enter  into  some  details,  in  order 
that  you  might  be  well  convinced,  that  Dr.  Barry  did  not  always 
profess  the  opinion  which  he  supports  now;  at  least  this  has  been 
proved  by  what  he,  without  having  been  asked,  told  me  at  two  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  and  by  his  memoir,  which  three  persons  worthy  of 
belief,  assured  me  they  had  read. 

“  Your  devoted  servant  and  friend, 

(Signed)  “ - CHERVIN,  d.m.p.” 

“To  Mr.  Hugh  Fraser.” 

In  addition  to  the  respectable  witnesses  cited  in  the  above 
letter,  I  would  appeal  to  Colonel  Chapman,  civil  secretary, 
and  to  Colonel  Marshall,  military  secretary,  of  Gibraltar, 
whether  the  memoir  in  question  was  not  sent  to  them  by  Dr. 
Barry,  for  their  perusal.  Dr.  Barry  may,  however,  by  a  little 
effort,  recollect  that  he  read  some  pages  of  this  production  to 
me,  in  his  tent  on  the  Neutral  Ground,  one  day,  when  I  paid 
him  a  visit,  in  company  with  Major  Cruise  of  the  12th  regi¬ 
ment.  The  Doctor,  I  am  sure,  cannot  forget  having  asked 
me  whether  there  was  any  thing  objectionable  in  what  he  had 
read  to  me  ?  that  is,  if  my  views  of  the  localities,  &c.  of  the 
rock,  and  my  ideas  of  the  local  origin  of  the  fever,  coincided 
with  his?  he  must  indeed  remember,  that  I  then  fully  concur¬ 
red  in  what  I  had  heard  him  read  over.  Dr.  Chervin  may 
well  say,  that  it  is  not  without  surprise  he  witnessed  the  quick 
volte  face  of  Dr.  Barry,  on  the  arrival  of  the  medical  chief  of 
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the  British  quarantine:*  it  afforded  a  frequent  theme  of  con¬ 
versation  and  amusement  at  Gibraltar;  and,  if  I  do  not  mis¬ 
take,  during  the  sittings  of  a  commission,  a  little  raillery  was 
now  and  then  employed  on  the  subject  by  Colonel  Chapman, 
one  of  the  members  of  that  commission. 

In  the  above,  I  think,  most  people  will  find  ample  proofs 
that  Dr.  Barry  was,  previous  to  coming  into  contact  with  Dr. 
Pym,  a  believer  in  the  domestic  origin  of  our  epidemic.  From 
the  manner  in  which  I  have  been  dared  to  prove  that  Dr.  B. 
had  so  written,  something  in  the  shape  of  counter-proofs  will, 
no  doubt,  be  produced:  if  certificates  from  any  individuals 
should  be  brought  forward,  it  will  not  be  requiring  too  much, 

I  presume,  that  they  should  bear  a  date  corresponding  to  that 
on  which  Dr.  Barry’s  document  left  their  possession.  As  it 
appears  from  the  foregoing  letter  from  Dr.  Chervin,  (and 
there  are  other  proofs,)  that  Dr.  Broadfoot,  of  the  Gibraltar 
quarantine,  did  not  read  the  document  in  question,  although  it 
had  been  sent  to  him  for  that  purpose;  a  certificate,  were  it 
even  to  come  from  that  gentleman,  could  not,  I  apprehend, 
prove  the  identity  of  a  paper  of  many  pages;  unless,  indeed, 
it  be  shewn  that  Dr.  Chervin  and  others  are  wrong,  and  that 
Dr.  Broadfoot  did  read  the  paper,  and  attached  his  certificate 
to  it  before  it  left  his  possession. 

Happily  for  the  cause  of  science,  (happily,  inasmuch  as  it 
explains  the  secret  of  Dr.  Barry’s  uncommon  zeal  in  support 
of  the  side  of  contagion,)  he  did  not  take  up  a  ground  of  de¬ 
fence  on  the  point  in  question,  on  the  score  of  further 
experience  having  led  him  to  change  his  opinion ;  as  many, 
unacquainted  with  the  facts,  would  naturally  have  considered 
this  a  valid-enough  reason,  although,  at  Gibraltar,  it  was  well 
known  that  the  period  between  his  handing  about  his  paper  on 
local  origin,  as  well  as  of  his  viva  voce  declarations  to  Dr. 
Chervin,  and  that  of  his  making  volte  face,  was  infinitely  too 
short  to  produce  such  a  change  of  opinion,  had  the  Doctor 
been  ever  so  well  disposed  to  obtain  correct  information;  but 
which,  I  think,  we  shall  see,  as  we  proceed,  he  was  not. 

Taking  Dr.  Barry’s  definition  of  yellow  fever  as  we  now 
find  it  in  his  paper  read  to  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  in¬ 
serted  in  the  last  number  of  this  Journal,  page  94,  namely, 
“This  disease,  reduced  to  its  most  elementary  form  of  ex¬ 
pression,  consisted  of  one,  and  only  one,  febrile  paroxysm, 
terminating,  from  the  second  to  the  sixth  day,  either  in  a  rapid 
and  permanent  return  to  health,  or  in  the  precursory,  but 

*  This  gentleman,  as  is  now  understood,  solicited  permission  to  go  to 
Gibraltar  at  the  close  of  the  year  1828. 
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apyrectic  signs  of  speedy  dissolution,”  &c.  This  definition 
will  not,  I  apprehend,  be  found  very  clear  by  any  body.  Does 
Dr.  Barry  wish  people  to  understand  that  his  “  three  acts  of  a 
drama,”  (p.  382,  Rejoinder,)  “  the  single  paroxysm,”  lasted 
“from  the  second  to  the  sixth  day?”  Whatever  he  wishes 
us  to  infer,  it  is  clear,  from  what  he  has  yet  furnished  the 
profession  with,  (in  his  Code  Sanitaire,#  as  well  as  elsewhere,) 
that  he  subjects  himself  to  the  just  criticism  of  his  colleagues 
for  his  contumacy  in  writing  on  a  disease,  the  nature  of  which 
he  seems  to  know  so  little  of;  about  which  he  could  not  pos¬ 
sibly,  in  fact,  know  much,  he  having  only,  as  I  have  else¬ 
where  stated,  arrived  at  the  close  of  our  epidemic :  “  Medicina 
non  ingenii  humani  partus  est ,  sed  experiential  Jilia but  he 
should,  at  least,  have  taken  the  precaution  to  obtain  correct 
information  about  it  from  others,  before  he  ventured  to  draw 
up  a  paper  for  a  learned  body.  Can  it  be  necessary  to  enter 
at  any  length  on  his  remarks  on  my  statement,  as  to  the  yel¬ 
low  fever  sometimes,  in  favorable  cases,  being  of  a  continued 
form  at  its  commencement,  and  observing  remissions  at  its 
close?  What  is  there  at  all  strange  in  this?  who  has  ever 
seen  any  thing  of  the  fevers  of  warm  climates,  and  not  ob¬ 
served  this  ?  Dr.  Barry’s  “  perfect  angles”  and  “  circular 
forms”  will  not  avail  him  in  the  crowded  wards  of  a  yellow 
fever  hospital:  better  for  him  to  treasure  up  what  Sir  John 
Pringle  says  relative  to  the  varied  types  of  fever.  Is  it  ne¬ 
cessary  to  point  out  how  expressly  Cullen  notices  the  changes 
of  type  in  fevers?  Dr.  Barry  refers  us  to  this  author  for  a  de¬ 
finition  of  fever:  strange,  however,  the  Doctor  does  not  tell  us 
that  this  celebrated  nosologist  declares,  in  the  most  pointed 
language,  that,  “in  a  practice  of  half  a  century,”  he  had  never 
witnessed  a  six-day  fever ;  nor  do  I  believe  any  other  practi¬ 
tioner  has,  save  the  members  of  the  superintendent  of  qua¬ 
rantine’s  school.  I  would  recommend  Dr.  Barry  to  consult 
what  that  excellent  practical  physician,  Dr.  Elliotson,  of  St. 
Thomas’s  hospital,  has  lately  said  as  to  the  insidious  forms  of 
remittent  fever ;  namely,  “  Remittent  fever  will  frequently 
occur  insidiously,  and,  unless  you  are  quite  up  to  it,  you  may 
as  easily  pass  it  over  as  some  forms  of  epilepsy.  I  have  had 
many  cases  of  remittent  fever,  which,  in  addition  to  the 
symptoms  of  continued  fever,  were  merely  characterized  by 
excessive  sweating.”  (London  Medical  Gazette,  January  3d, 
1831.)  From  the  same  source,  I  think,  I  may  be  allowed,  en 
passant ,  to  remark,  that  Dr.  Barry  may  receive  another  excel¬ 
lent  practical  hint,  namely,  “  It  is  wrong  to  suppose  that 

*  Vide  No.  382,  p.  475,  of  this  Journal. 
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malaria  does  nothing  more  than  produce  these  particular  forms 
of  intermittent  disease,  [Dr.  E.  might  well  have  added,  and 
remittent  forms  also,]  it  poisons  the  whole  body,  and  many 
persons  are  destroyed  by  it  who  never  had  ague  at  all,  so 
deadly  is  the  poison/’ 

.  In  a  disease  which,  like  yellow  fever,  presents,  in  different 
places,  and  in  different  epidemics,  or  even  in  the  same  place 
and  during  the  same  epidemics,  so  many  varieties,  grades,  and 
anomalies;  so  many  absolute  contradictions  indeed,  as  has 
been  well  observed  by  Spanish  writers;  in  a  disease  which, 
out  of  their  cabinets,  it  would  puzzle  the  best  nosologists  to 
class  satisfactorily ;  in  such  a  disease,  surely,  every  person  is 
permitted  to  describe  it  as  it  has  passed  under  his  own  eye. 
The  passage  quoted  by  Dr.  Barry,  from  Mr.  P.  Wilson’s  paper, 
cannot  be  held  as  establishing  that  remissions  did  not,  or  do 
not,  occur  in  this  disease.  Dr.  Barry  has  stated,  that  the 
same  patients  were  attended  by  Mr.  Wilson  and  me:  this  was 
not  the  case;  for,  although  our  wards  were  in  the  same  build¬ 
ing,  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  had,  during  the  epidemic,  chiefly  the 
charge  of  Spanish  and  other  foreigners,  while  my  patients 
were  chiefly  British;  and  our  respective  duties  seldom  admit¬ 
ted  even  of  our  communicating  with  each  other.  This  fact,  of 
the  Bulam  sometimes  assuming  a  remittent  form,  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  quarantine  has  shewn  himself  most  particularly 
tender  upon,  in  his  book  printed  in  1815  ;*  as  he  conceives 
that  establishing  any  connexion  between  the  black-vomit 
fever  and  remittents  must  favor  the  doctrine  of  local  origin; 
and  hence,  I  believe,  it  is  that  we  find  Dr.  Barry  tender  upon 
it  also.  But,  besides  the  evidence  of  numerous  British, 
French,  and  American  writers  as  to  remissions  in  yellow 
fever,  and  not  to  repeat  that,  quoted  in  my  paper,  inserted  in 
the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  from  the  celebrated  Spanish 
author  Arejula,  (a  contagionist,  by  the  way,)  Dr.  Barry  and 
the  superintendent  must  permit  me  to  refer,  for  the  most  irre¬ 
sistible  evidence  respecting  this  point,  to  some  observations  of 
Dr.  Chervin,f  attached  to  his  translation  of  Mr.  P.  Wilson’s 
paper  on  the  Gibraltar  Epidemic  of  1828.  What  is  there 

*  A  book  long  since  proved,  by  some  of  the  most  learned  members  of  the 
profession,  to  be  more  full  of  errors,  erroneous  doctrines,  and  dogmatical  as¬ 
sertions!,  than  perhaps  any  other  which  has  been  presented  to  the  world  for  a 
century.  For  a  minute  history  of  this  curious  work,  see  a  “ Sequel  to  an  Essay 
on  Yellow  Fexer,”  by  Dr.  Bancroft,  and  “Burnet’s  Mediterranean  Fevers.” 

f  This  gentleman  has  been  occupied,  during  sixteen  years,  in  making  inves¬ 
tigations  connected  with  yellow  fever:  he  has,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
facts,  visited  nearly  every  part  of  the  world,  where  the  disease  is  known  to  have 
prevailed,  and  has  published  many  most  interesting  pamphlets  on  the  disease. 
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stated  must  place  the  matter  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  cavil¬ 
lers.  But  what  is,  perhaps,  more  singular  than  all,  is,  that 
Dr.  Barry  should  seem  to  be  ignorant  of  the  opinion,  on  this 
point,  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  authors  on  yellow  fever: 
“  Never  has  the  unity  of  our  autumnal  fever  been  more  clearly 
demonstrated  than  in  our  present  epidemic.  Its  principal 
grades,  viz.  the  intermittent,  the  mild  remittent,  the  inflam¬ 
matory  bilious  fever,  and  the  malignant  yellow  fever,  have  all 
ran  into  each  other,  in  many  instances.  A  tertian  has 
ended  in  death  with  black  vomiting,  and  a  fever  with  the  face 
and  eyes  suffused  with  blood,  has  ended  in  a  quotidian  which 
has  yielded  to  a  few  doses  of  bark.”  ( Extract  of  a  Letter 
from  Dr.  Bush  to  Dr.  Millar;  New  York  Med.  Repository, 
vol.  vi.  p.  249.) 

On  other  points,  besides  this,  would  Dr.  Barry  mislead  all 
the  colleges  in  Europe ;  the  more  particularly,  as  he  proceeds 
step  by  step,  and  with  no  small  tact,  in  support  of  the  number¬ 
less  errors,  and  false  doctrines,  which  I  have  already  stated 
are  to  be  found  in  his  patron’s  book ;  and  which  have  all,  long 
since,  as  I  have  stated  in  a  preceding  note,  been  most  clearly 
refuted. 

Regarding  the  insinuation,  p.  383,  against  Dr.  Hennen’s 
conduct,  as  connected  with  his  temporary  duties  in  the  qua¬ 
rantine  department  at  Gibraltar,  it  needs  only  to  be  stated  by 
me,  that  his  correspondence  proves  that,  far  from  seeking 
concealment  relative  to  the  reports  connected  with  the  ship 
Dygden,  he  particularly  urged,  in  the  early  part  of  the  epide¬ 
mic,  that  a  board,  or  commission,  might  be  formed,  to  inves¬ 
tigate  all  the  circumstances  cornected  with  the  origin  of  the 
disease ;  but  motives  were  adduced  for  deferring  the  inquiry 
which  he  had  solicited.  Before  Dr.  Barry  had  scoffed  so 
contemptuously  at  the  name,  however  inappropriate,  given  to 
the  disease  by  Dr.  Hennen,  it  would  have  been  well  if  he  had 
ascertained  that  it  had  not  been  so  named  by  such  an  autho¬ 
rity,  on  yellow  fever,  as  the  celebrated  Dr.  Rush.  As  to  the 
want  of  cleanliness,  &c.  (p.  384,)  of  some  parts  of  Gibialtai, 
as  reported  upon  officially  by  Dr.  Hennen,5^  and  attempted  to 
be  confuted  by  Dr.  Barry,  by  an  extract  from  Dr.  O’Hallo- 
ran’s  work  on  the  Yellow  Fever  of  Spain,  it  must  be  recol¬ 
lected  that  Dr.  Hennen  spoke  of  the  town  of  Gibraltar  as  he 
inspected  it  in  September  1828,  and  not  of  the  town,  gene¬ 
rally,  as  it  might  have  appeared  to  Dr.  O  Halloran  in  l82o. 

*  On  this  subject,  see,  to  some  effect,  the  reports  drawn  up  by  a  special 
commission,  and  given  in  a  paper  from  Or.  Smith,  23d  regiment,  Edinburgh 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  No.  106,  (1830.) 
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Why  not,  on  this  point,  have  quoted  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Broadfoot,  (who  succeeded  Dr.  Hennen  as  principal  medical 
officer,  and  who  was  at  one  time,  though  not  now  probably,  a 
contagionist,)  as  recorded  on  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of 
commissioners,  and  in  which  opinion  there  are  several  para¬ 
graphs  bearing  on  local  causes  of  disease?  No,  no;  a  quota¬ 
tion,  of  this  kind,  could  not  have  advanced  the  side  of  the 
question  which  Dr.  Barry  is  pleased  to  advocate. 

Referring  to  Dr.  Barry’s  note  (p.  383,)  respecting  informa¬ 
tion  from  Valencia,  as  to  the  ship  Dygden  having  yellow 
fever  on  board;  it  seems  strange  that  a  report  of  this  kind 
should  come  from  the  Mediterranean  coast,  respecting  a  vessel 
which  had  not  entered  that  sea;  the  fact  however  is,  a  report 
of  the  kind  did  reach  Gibraltar  from  the  Eastern  coast,  from 
Alicant,  not  Valencia;  and  the  history  of  that  report  is,  as  the 
circumstances  had  been  freely  related  afterwards  at  Gibraltar, 
that  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Dygden  at  the  latter 
port,  a  mercantile  jealousy  arose,  from  the  consignment  of  the 
ship  to  one  party  instead  of  another,  and,  out  of  this,  reports 
unfavorable  as  to  the  healthy  state  of  the  vessel  were  circu¬ 
lated.  These  reports  found  their  way  along  the  coast  to 
Alicant;  from  whence  they  were  echoed  back,  by  the  autho¬ 
rities  of  that  place,  to  Gibraltar.  No  summer  passes  without 
reports  of  an  alarming  nature  being  circulated  along  the 
coast,  from  Cadiz  to  Barcelona;  the  subject  of  the  occasional 
fearful  visitor  is  eternally  uppermost  in  people’s  minds,  during 
the  season  favorable  for  its  appearance;  and  it  was  but  a  very 
short  time  before  the  breaking  out  of  our  epidemic,  that  a 
most  formal  statement,  of  an  alarming  nature,  had  been  sent 
from  Cadiz  to  Gibraltar,  by  a  person  in  authority.  The 
Spanish  consul  at  Gibraltar  could  have  had  no  proper  autho¬ 
rity  tor  stating  that  u  a  bad  fever  raged  at  the  Havannah,” 
when  the  ship  Dygden  lay  in  that  port,  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
copy  of  that  ship’s  bill  of  health,  given  in  Dr.  Smith’s  paper, 
already  quoted. 

Referring  next  (p.  384)  to  the  opinions  of  the  members  of  a 
commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the  epide¬ 
mic,  it  must  surprise  every  body,  that  not  one  of  those  who 
voted  for  importation,  not  even  Dr.  Pym,  was  bold  enough  to 
name  the  ship  Dygden,  or  any  other  particular  vessel,  when 
they  gave  in  their  official  opinions,  in  writing,  at  their  last 
sitting:  they  merely  dealt  in  vague  general  assertions,  talked 
of  presumptive  evidence,  and  so  forth.  I  cannot  hesitate  ad¬ 
mitting  that,  in  referring  to  the  majority  against  importation, 
in  my  first  paper,  I  committed  a  manifest  error,  in  regard  to 
numbers:  as  to  moral  weight  of  opinion,  there  was  no  error  at 
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all,  as  I  shall  be  able,  I  think,  to  shew;  and  this  was  what  I 
meant  to  express.  When  my  paper  was  printed  in  the  Med. 
Chirurgical  Review,  I  was,  as  I  stated  on  a  former  occasion, 
at  Gibraltar;  and  when  it  came  into  my  hands  afterwards,  it 
was  impossible  to  avoid  seeing,  that,  where  I  had  spoken  of 
the  opinions  of  the  members  of  that  commission,  the  omission 
of  the  words  “of  those  uninterested,”  after  “the  majority  at 
least/’  was  a  matter  requiring  notice,  by  myself,  on  the  first 
opportunity.  In  point  of  fact,  all  medical  men  at  Gibraltar, 
who  had,  from  conscientious  motives,  resisted  giving  in  their 
adhesion  to  “  the  cause”  of  certain  persons  of  influence,  were 
in  the  habit  of  denying  any  share  of  importance  to  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  those  who,  as  Colonel  Chapman  so  clearly  and  forci¬ 
bly  expresses  it  in  his  opinion,  “wish  to  prove  it,”  (importa¬ 
tion:)  those  medical  men  were,  accordingly,  in  the  habit  of 
considering  the  point  so  far  settled,  that  the  majority  of  opi¬ 
nions  of  any  value  to  the  public  was  decidedly  unfavorable  to 
the  idea  of  the  disease  having  been  imported. 

As  it  may  be  important  to  shew  how  the  commission  in 
question  was  formed,  I  may  state  that  the  late  colonial  secre¬ 
tary  (General  Sir  George  Murray,)  directed  the  formation  of 
it.  The  lieutenant  governor  of  Gibraltar  (General  Sir  George 
Don)  was  appointed  president;  but  his  Overwhelming  duties, 
I  believe,  obliged  him  to  delegate  that  office  to  Dr.  Pym,  a 
gentleman  for  some  years  past  at  the  head  of  the  medical  de¬ 
partment  of  the  British  quarantine,  and  who  has  been,  more  or 
less,  connected  with  the  Gibraltar  epidemics,  and  with  the 
local  interests  of  the  place,  since  the  year  1804.  Here  is  Dr. 
Pym’s  official  opinion,  given  in,  as  previously  and  collectively 
agreed  upon,  at  the  last  sitting:  ’’From  the  very  strong  evi¬ 
dence  before  the  board,  of  the  first  persons  attacked  by  the 
late  epidemic  fever  having  been  connected  with  the  shipping, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  disease  was  of  foreign  origin ;  and 
that  neither  local  nor  atmospheric  causes  have  had  any  share 
in  its  production.”  He  adds  about  six  more  lines,  in  proof  of 
the  usually  healthy  state  of  Gibraltar.  Throughout  the  su¬ 
perintendent  does  not  name,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  the 
ship  by  which  the  disease  was  imported :  nothing,  indeed, 
can  be  more  vague. # 

*  The  time  has  been,  when  such  an  opinion  might  have  had  some  weight  at. 
Gibraltar,  as  well  as  in  England;  but  the  superintendent  has  found  that,  in  the 
present  day,  this  will  not  do.  In  Dr.  Smith's  paper  (already  quoted)  we  find 
that  Dr.  Pym  did  venture  to  name  a  ship  as  suspected,  in  one  of  his  answers 
to  some  questions  proposed  to  him  by  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of  Cadiz. 
It  is  extremely  well  worth  while  to  refer  to  Dr.  Smith’s  paper,  as  it  will  be  found 
he  has  exposed  a  variety  of  extraordinary  misstatements  and  errors  made  by  Dr. 
P .  on  this  question. 
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Besides  Dr.  Pym,  the  following  were  the  members  appointed, 
by  order,  from  the  colonial  office :  namely,  Mr.  Judge  Howell, 
against  importation :  his  explicit  opinion  is  given  in  my  first 
paper,  and  may  also  be  seen  in  that  of  Dr.  Smith,  which  has 
since  appeared.  Lieutenant-Colonal  Chapman,  of  the  Royal 
Engineers,  civil  secretary,  against  importation:  his  remark¬ 
able  opinion,  to  be  seen  also  in  Dr.  Smith’s  paper,  as  well  as 
in  mine.*'  Lieutenant-Colonal  Falla,  town  major  of  Gibraltar, 
and  at  the  head  of  the  police  department  of  the  garrison, 
when  the  epidemic  broke  out:  on  him,  consequently,  devolved 
the  responsibility  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  town,  state  of  the 
drains,  population,  &c. :  opinion  against  local  origin,  in  con¬ 
sequence,  as  he  has  been  pleased  to  say,  of  the  “  strong  pre¬ 
sumptive  evidence,”  ergo ,  for  importation.  Mr.  Sweetland, 
captain  of  the  port:  opinion  against  importation,  but  (from  an 
over-delicacy*  lest  he  should  be  considered  as  deciding  in  his 
own  cause,)  by  inference  only.  This  officer,  as  may  be  seen 
by  looking  at  Dr.  Smith’s  paper,  allows  others  to  draw  an 
inference  from  no  ship  having  arrived  in  the  Gibraltar  bay 
that  season,  (1828,)  “with  yellow  fever  on  board,”  and  from 
that  disease  not  having  “discovered  itself  among  any  of  the 
shipping  in  the  port.”  Dr.  Broadfoot,  medical  officer  to  the 
Gibraltar  quarantine  department:  although  in  possession  of  a 
correct  copy  of  this  gentleman’s  opinion,  as  drawn  up  and 
officially  delivered  on  the  day  agreed  upon;  its  great  length, 
though  extremely  worthy  of  being  seen,  precludes  my  giving 
it  here.  Dr.  Broadfoot  hazards  an  opinion  for  importation, 
though  he  acknowledges  there  are  no  “positive  proofs.”  This 
gentleman  feels  that  he  is  on  slippery  ground,  for  he  says 
that  “he  cannot  believe”  the  epidemic  originated  at  Gibraltar; 
and  “he  cannot  resist  the  persuasion,”  that  if  the  ship 
Dygden  “was  not  the  sole  cause,  yet  she  was  the  principal 
means  of  bringing  the  late  fever  into  the  garrison!”  Eminent 
logic  for  a  desperate  cause!  But  this  is  not  all;  for  Dr.  B. 
completely  neutralizes  all  he  says  about  importation,  by  a 
long  string  of  paragraphs,  'pointing  out  various  sources  of 
local  origin  of  fever;  sucfi  as  narrow  and  injudiciously  built 
streets  and  dwellings,  drains,  population,  &c.  Dr.  Broadfoot 
has  often  since  (I  have  heard)  been  amused  at  the  remarks 
passed  on  his  opinion,  which  can  be  taken  up  on  the  most 
convenient  side,  like  a  vase  with  two  handles.  To  the  above 

*  The  straightforward  and  independent  conduct  of  this  officer,  who  very  soon 
discovered  how  matters  were  wished,  by  some,  to  be  conducted,  will,  for  many 
years  to  come,  be  remembered  in  Gibraltar;  and  cannot  be  too  much  praised 
by  all  honourable  men,  lovers  of  truth,  whatever  may  be  their  creed.  “  Those 
who  wish  to  prove  it”  (importation,)  “  description  of  persons  brought  for¬ 
ward  !”  exclaims  this  soldier. 
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members  was  added,  by  Dr.  Pym’s  recommendation,  Dr. 
Barry,  then  staff-surgeon ;  and  through  the  same  recommen¬ 
dation,  I  believe,  was  Dr.  B.  appointed  secretary  to  the  com¬ 
mission.*  His  opinion,  as  handed  in  on  the  closing  of  the 
proceedings,  was  merely  as  follows:  “I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  late  epidemic  was  not  of  local  origin,  and  was  imported.” 
Now,  I  go  upon  the  authority  of  one  of  the  members,  when  I 
state  that,  after  all  the  evidence  had  been  closed,  and  on  a 
certain  day,  in  the  public  room  of  the  commission,  it  was  for¬ 
mally  agreed  that,  then  and  there,  each  member  should  state 
his  opinion  in  writing,  for  the  purpose  of  being  forwarded, 
with  the  other  proceedings  of  the  board,  &c.,  to  England. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and  what  each  member  stated 
was  copied  by  some  of  themselves.  Dr.  Broadfoot  wrote  down 
a  very  long  opinion,  which  he  gave  at  the  table  of  the  board- 
room,  from  a  memorandum  he  had  previously  prepared. 
When  the  proceedings  had  been  thus  closed,  and  the  opinions 
were  recorded,  as  agreed  upon,  in  a  collective  body,  no  alte¬ 
ration,  addition,  or  abstraction,  could  certainly  be  made,  in 
regard  to  those  opinions,  with  the  least  propriety,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  members.  Dr.  Barry  will  therefore,  I 
trust,  be  able  to  exculpate  himself  from  the  imputation  of 
bad  faith  in  having  extended  his  official  opinion,  which  I  take 
upon  myself,  from  the  incontrovertible  authority  of  one  of  the 
members,  to  state  was,  as  above,  an  affair  of  sixteen  ivords , 
containing  no  mention  of  the  ship  Dygden,  instead  of  a 
lengthened  concern  of  eighty-one  closely  printed  lines,  as  seen 
at  page  397  of  his  Rejoinder.  In  this  extended  document, 
the  Doctor  advances  various  opinions  and  explanations,  not 
only  regarding  the  epidemic  of  1828,  but  of  former  ones,  and 
for  the  first  time  mentions  the  Dygden.  But,  take  another 
specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  matters  were  managed  by 

*  It  is,  perhaps,  worthy  of  notice,  that,  although  this  gentleman  was  not  one 
of  those  named,  by  the  late  colonial  secretary,  to  sit  on  the  above  commission,  he 
had  the  “  honour/7  as  he  has  told  the  public,  of  being  appointed  a  member  of  this 
commission;  yes,  and  secretary  besides.  This  statement  of  Dr.  Barry,  nobody, 

I  believe,  will  be  disposed  to  question;  and  I  may,  in  truth,  declare,  that,  in  this 
double  capacity,  never  was  greater  skill  and  energy  displayed  in  any  cause  than 
was  shown  by  Dr.  B.  on  this  occasion,  in  the  cause  of  the  superintendent  of 
quarantine,  who  had  recommended  him  to  fill  these  offices.  Is  a  secretary 
wanted  for  the  commission  of  origin?  Dr.  Barry  is  named.  Is  a  secretary  wanted 
for  the  commission  on  the  question  of  second  attack  of  the  fever,  a  question  of 
the  most  vital  importance  to  Dr.  Pym?  Dr.  Barry  is  named.  Is  a  person  re¬ 
quired  to  be  near  the  gentlemen  of  the  French  commission,  during  their 
domiciliary  visits  at  Gibraltar,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  information  relative 
to  the  fever?  Dr.  Barry  is  named! 

c 
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certain  persons  in  Gibraltar  at  that  time.  At  page  384, 
speaking  of  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  board 
of  commissioners,  the  gentleman,  who  had  the  honour  of 
being  secretary,  says,  “  they  (the  opinions)  are  as  follows.” 
Now,  they  are  not  as  “follows,”  in  regard  to  that  of  Dr. 
Broadfoot;  for,  according  to  Dr.  Barry,  that  officer’s  official 
opinion  consists  of  a  few  lines  only,  while  that  which  was  of¬ 
ficially  given  in  by  him  at  Gibraltar,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
forwarded,  by  the  secretary,  to  the  colonial  office  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  consisted  of  no  less  than  what  now  occupies,  in  a  copy, 
sixty-nine  lines ,  closely  written  on  foolscap  paper.  What  ex¬ 
cuse  is  there,  then,  for  a  man  who  will  thus  add,  and  clip  off, 
matters,  wherever  he  finds  it  convenient  for  his  side  of  the 
question  to  do  so?  Surely  nothing  can  be  more  culpable,  and 
the  public  will  naturally  draw  their  conclusions  accordingly. 
The  giving  of  Dr.  Broadfoot’s  opinion  entire  was  of  great 
moment,  as  it  indicated  the  embarrassment  of  the  writer,  who, 
although  in  the  quarantine  department,  virtually  admitted 
that  he  could  not  support  that  side  of  the  question.  The  fact 
is,  that  the  secretary  possessed  sufficient  acumen  to  perceive 
that  the  part  of  this  gentleman’s  opinion  which  he  quoted, 
would,  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  be  of  little  importance  if  the 
subsequent  paragraphs  of  it  appeared ;  accordingly,  he  sup¬ 
presses  them.  It  is  certain  that  Dr.  Barry  does  not  say  he  is 
furnishing  “extracts”  of  opinions:  no,  he  observes,  “they  (the 
opinions)  are  as  follows.”  Who,  excepting  those  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances,  on  reading  what  is  given  of  Dr. 
Broadfoot’s  opinion  by  Dr.  Barry,  will  not  believe  that  that 
is  the  whole  of  it.  At  page  385,  Dr.  Barry  “hopes  the 
College  of  Physicians  will  induce  our  government  to  print, 
pro-bono ,  the  documents  connected  with  this  epidemic.”  By 
all  means,  let  us  have  them;  but,  judging  from  the  foregoing 
specimens,  I  apprehend  that  the  printing  of  them  would  not 
be  very  agreeable  to  the  gentleman  who  had  the  honour  of 
being  secretary.* 

Among  other  offices  which  Dr.  Barry  had  the  honour  of 

*  I  may  state  a  simple  fact  with  respect  to  myself;  that  an  important  letter, 
(as  I  considered  it  to  be,)  bearing  date  17th  April,  1829,  which  I  addressed, 
through  the  secretary,  to  the  commission,  relative  to  the  nature  of  black  vomit 
fluid,  and  adverting  to  the  case  of  a  Jew,  named  Abraham  Bensimon,  whom  I 
had  strong  proofs  (which  proofs  I  offered  to  submit  to  the  commission,  but 
which,  1  fancy,  the  secretary  afterwards  forgot  to  call  for,)  of  his  having  died  of 
the  Bulam  fever,  from  his  having,  along  with  other  symptoms,  ejected  quanti¬ 
ties  of  black  matter  from  his  stomach  previous  to  death,  as  early  as  the  month  of 
May,  1828,  was  suppressed  by  somebody;  and  which,  after  the  proceedings 
had  been  sent  to  England,  was  called  for  by  the  colonial  secretary. 
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filling  during  the  investigation  of  Gibraltar,  was  that  of  col¬ 
lecting  information  from  persons  who  were  afterwards  to 
appear,  or  not,  perhaps,  just  as  the  case  might  be,  before  the 
commission.  From  some  circumstaiices  which  transpired  re¬ 
specting  the  evidence  of  a  woman  named  Mary  Parodi,# 
brought  forward  to  prove  the  importation  of  the  disease :  and 
of  a  man  named  Leaky  ,f  employed  in  the  scavenging  depart¬ 
ment,  brought  forward  to  prove  the  innocuous  nature  of  the 
drains;  besides  other  persons  ; — Colonal  Chapman,  who  sus¬ 
pected  all  was  not  right,  thought  proper  to  move,  that  no 
private  examination  of  the  witnesses  should  take  place:  this 
proposition  was,  however,  negatived  by  a  majority  of  the 
board;  the  majority  being  Drs.  Pym,  Broadfoot,  Barry,  and 
Colonel  Falla.  Colonel  Chapman  next  moved,  that  all 
private  information,  of  which  a  considerable  quantity  was  un¬ 
derstood  to  have  been  sent  to  the  president  and  secretary, 
should  be  communicated  to  the  commission  collectively:  this 
proposition  was  also  negatived  by  the  same  majority;  upon 
which,  this  independent  member  insisted  that  the  witnesses, 
when  examined  before  the  commission,  should  (to  use  his  own 
language,)  “have  their  chair  removed  from  under  the  elbows 
of  the  president  and  secretary,”  to  the  farther  end  of  the 
table,  so  that  they  (the  witnesses)  might  not  be  subjected  to 
embarrassment  from  any  of  the  members,  in  what  they  had  to 
say  to  the  commission. 

We  now  come  to  the  testimony  of  the  woman  Fani,  whose 
husband  and  children,  as  had  been  said,  introduced  into  the 
garrison  the  Bulam  fever,  from  some  ship  in  the  bay.  It  is 

*  A  woman  described  by  Mr.  Wilson,  “  quite  notorious  as  being  one  of  the 
most  abandoned  and  dishonest  characters  in  the  garrison,”  (vide  Dr.  Chervin’s 
translation  into  French  of  Mr.  Wilson’s  paper,  p.  23.)  Dr.  Pym  had  been  cau¬ 
tioned  against  bringing  her  forward  as  an  evidence  of  a  proper  kind,  by  one  of  his 
oldest  friends  in  the  garrison:  nevertheless,  Mr.  Wilson  discovered  Dr.  Barry 
receiving  communications  from  this  creature,  in  his  tent  in  camp,  previously  to 
her  appearing  as  an  evidence.  Perhaps,  it  may  be  now  understood  what 
Colonel  Chapman  meant  by  the  observation  attached  to  his  opinion  as  to  “  the 
description  of  persons  brought  forward”  to  prove  the  importation  of  the  disease. 

f  A  rather  curious  circumstance  arose  out  of  this  employe's  evidence :  he  stated 
that  twelve  men  had  commenced  the  repairing,  &c.  of  a  certain  line  of  drains 
during  the  epidemic;  and  that  twelve  men,  when  the  work  was  ended,  were 
found  alive  and  well.  No  plainer  proof  could  there  be  of  the  little  influence 
possessed  by  the  drains  in  the  production  of  our  fever;  however,  on  a  closer 
examination,  by  Mr.  Judge  Howell,  who  saw  reason  to  be  a  little  particular,  the 
7mse  here  attempted  was  discovered:  it  came  out  that  the  twelve  men  found  alive 
and  well  at  the  close  of  the  job,  were  not  the  identical  twelve  who  had  commenced 
it;  several  of  the  original  having  actually  sickened  while  at  work,  (six  of  them, 

I  think,)  and  whose  places  had  been  supplied  by  others,  so  as  to  leave  the 
number  twelve  always  complete. 
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quite  true  that,  under  the  system*  of  Dr.  Barry,  who  was 
present,  this  woman  did,  on  a  certain  day,  give  her  evidence 
to  the  French  commission,  in  an  inconsistent  manner;  but  it 
is  equally  true  that,  in  the  Doctor’s  absence,  she  afterwards 
gave  her  statement  before  a  notary  public,  (a  strong  conta- 
gionist,  and  importationist,  by  the  by,)  in  a  most  consistent 
manner,  as  I  have  lately  shewn  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
Review,  No.  26,  p.343.  A  memorandum,  however,  undoubt¬ 
edly  appears  in  the  collection  of  documents  made  at  Gibraltar 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  French  commission,  who  made  domi¬ 
ciliary  visits  after  the  epidemic  had  ceased,  purporting  that 
Mrs.  Fani  misled  or  deceived  them,  ( les  trompait ;)  but  it 
appears  that  one  of  the  gentlemen  (Dr.  Chervin)  who  signed 
it,  did  so  under  a  firm  belief  that  the  words  inserted  were,  that 
she  herself  had  been  mistaken  or  misled,  ( se  trompait;)  and, 
accordingly,  when  this  document,  with  the  others,  was  about 
to  be  printed  lately  in  Paris,  Dr.  Chervin,  previous  to  giving 
his  authority  for  its  passing  through  the  printing  office, 
demanded  that  a  note,  explanatory  of  his  signature  being  at¬ 
tached  to  it,  contrary  to  his  conviction  of  what  the  real  state 
of  the  case  was,  should  be  appended  thereto.  In  this  he  was 
unsuccessful,  after  a  correspondence  upon  the  subject  with  his 
colleagues,  Drs.  Louis  and  Trouseau,  who  had,  for  very  good 
reasons,  sufficient  influence  with  one  of  the  ministers  (Mons. 
Boisbertrand,)  of  the  ex-king  of  France,  in  whose  hands  the 
quarantine  department  lay,  to  have  the  documents  printed 

*  The  following  letter  will  illustrate  what  is  here  meant  by  the  word  system. 

“  Gibraltar;  20 th  January,  1829. 

“  My  dear  Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  have  to  observe,  that  when  I  joined 
the  commission  of  investigation,  I  expected  that  we  were  to  proceed  in  the 
pursuit  of  facts,  and  not  to  search  for  circumstances  with  which  to  prop  any 
preconceived  or  adopted  opinions.  In  those  expectations,  however,  I  was 
soon  disappointed :  for  I  saw,  daily,  more  and  more,  the  disposition  and  actual 
attempts  to  torture  facts  to  the  contagious  side  of  the  question;  and  therefore, 
as  I  could  not  submit  to  the  idea  of  putting  my  name  to  papers  officially 
drawn  up  in  this  partial  way,  I  thought  it  best  to  withdraw  myself  entirely. 

“  In  candid  inquiry  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  man,  ability  permitting;  but  to  be 
led  by  one  name,  or  another  name,  or  for  opinion,  or  for  the  prospect  of  gain¬ 
ing  admission  at  preferment's  gates:  no,  sir;  to  such  I  shall  never  prostitute 
my  independence. 

“  I  am,  my  dear  sir,  yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  “P.  WILSON." 

This  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  French  com¬ 
mission  (Dr.  Chervin,)  who,  at  the  time,  requested  that  Mr.  Wilson  would 
continue  his  services  in  assisting  that  commission  to  procure  information.  Dr. 
Chervin,  in  his  preface  to  the  French  translation  of  Mr.  Wilson’s  paper  in 
alluding  to  the  above  transactions,  remarks,  that  Mr.  Wilson’s  reproaches 
against  Dr.  Barry  are  “  malheuresement  tropfondes”  F 
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without  its  being  accompanied  by  the  usual  voucher  of  special 
assent  from  Dr.  Chervin  to  the  printing  office.  All  this  has 
been  certified,  in  a  paper  transmitted  to  me  by  Dr.  Chervin, 
but  which  is  by  far  too  long  for  publication  here.  I  am,  however, 
happy  to  find  that  that  gentleman  is  soon  likely  to  give  the 
public  a  full  detail  of  this  matter,  together  with  details  of 
many  other  curious  events  which  have  occurred  between  him 
and  his  colleagues  of  the  French  commission.  But  if  Mrs. 
Fani  had  really  shewn  so  “  palpable  a  determination  to  mis¬ 
lead”  the  commission,  as  Dr.  Barry  says  she  had,  why  has  the 
secretary  not  also  shewn  that,  when  this  woman  was  exa¬ 
mined  before  the  English  commission,  she,  on  that  occasion 
likewise,  attempted  to  mislead?  No,  her  answers  were  given 
with  the  most  perfect  clearness  and  consistence.  Here  is  what 
was  elicited  from  her  on  that  occasion: 

Q.  “  Were  Salvador  and  Catalina  Fani  your  children,  and 
do  you  know  the  cause  of  their  illness  and  death,  in  August 
last?” — A.  “  They  were  my  children:  I  do  not  know  in  what 
month  they  died ;  they  died  within  five  days  of  each  other.  I 
do  not  know  the  cause  of  their  illness:  the  doctor  said,  they 
had  a  tabardillo  and  indigestion.  They  were  attended  by 
Dr.  Lopez,  who  is  dead:  he  said  that  the  indigestion  was  the 
cause  of  the  tabardillo.” 

Q.  “  What  employment  did  your  husband  and  sons  follow 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  your  children?” — A.  My  husband 
was  a  cigar  maker,  but  he  did  not  go  on  board,  either  to  buy 
tobacco,  or  to  sell  cigars.” 

Q.  “  Did  your  husband,  or  your  two  children  who  died,  go 
into  the  bay  at  any  time  during  the  last  summer  or  autumn?” 
—A.  “  No.” 

Q.  “  How  do  you  know  that  they  did  not  go  into  the  bay?” 
— A.  “  Because,  if  they  had,  they  would  have  told  me;  and 
they  did  not  tell  me.” 

The  above  answers  are  in  perfect  harmony  with  her  decla¬ 
ration  made  before  the  notary  public  above  alluded  to,  and,  if 
more  details  were  not  given  by  this  woman  to  the  commission, 
it  was  because  the  tact  of  certain  persons  perceived  that  no 
good,  to  their  cause,  could  arise  from  further  questions.  The 
secretary  was,  on  occasions  of  this  sort,  admitted  by  all  to 
display  the  most  consummate  skill. 

Respecting  the  disease  of  which  the  two  children  of  Mrs. 
Fani  died,  how  very  absurd  it  is  to  observe  Dr.  Barry  Ring¬ 
ing  forward  an  entry  in  the  register  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  of  Gibraltar,  as  proof  of  their  having  died  of  fever, 
when  Dr.  B.  must  know,  or  at  least  he  ought  to  have  ac¬ 
quainted  himself  with  the  circumstance,  that  the  persons  who 
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make  these  entries  take  the  disease  from  what  any  of  the  at¬ 
tendants,  or  next-door  neighbours,  choose  to  call  it;  unless,  as 
it  sometimes  happens,  a  medical  certificate  may  be  forwarded 
to  the  vicar,  from  the  attending  physician;  but  which  was  not 
done  in  so  far  as  the  children  in  question  were  concerned. 
But,  if  further  accuracy  be  claimed  in  this  particular  instance, 
why  were  those  children  not  registered  as  having  died  of 
yellow  fever,  when  we  have  Dr.  Barry  affirming,  on  loose  au¬ 
thority,  such  as  was  very  current  at  Gibraltar,  that  they  were 
observed  to  have  been  yellow  when  put  into  their  coffins;  and 
that  they  had  had  black  vomit,  as  stated  by  the  noted  Mary 
Parodi.  As  to  the  certificate  of  John  Cortez ,  surgeon*  I 
shall,  besides  the  mother’s  affidavit,  made  before  the  notary 
public,  already  alluded  to,  and  her  examination  before  the 
British  commission,  just  quoted,  oppose  to  it  also  that  of  an 
Italian  physician  (Dr.  Tassorilli,)  present  during  the  epi¬ 
demic,  to  whom  Dr.  Lopez,  the  gentleman  who  attended  them, 
had  stated  respecting  their  disease,  precisely  what  it  appears  he 
had  stated  to  the  mother  of  the  children,  viz.  that  they  had 
died  from  a  tabardillo ,  occasioned  by  an  indigestion;  but  not 
one  syllable  about  yellowness  of  skin ,  or  vomiting;  of  black 
matter. 

In  point  of  fact,  the  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  diseases 
of  which  these  children  died,  is  of  little,  if  any,  importance  to 
the  cause  of  truth,  as  far  as  the  question  of  importation  is 
concerned ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  notwithstanding  the  efforts 
of  Colonel  Chapman’s  importation  friends,  “  those  who  wish 
to  prove  it,”  there  was  so  complete  a  failure  in  establishing 
the  affirmative  on  that  side,  that  not  one  of  the  four  members 
of  the  commission,  who  gave  their  official  opinions  in  support 
of  the  disease  having  been  introduced  from  a  ship,  ventured 
openlyf  to  name  a  ship.  In  the  second  place,  a  disease  could 

*'  This  is  the  “  esteemed”  and  “  vigilant  friend”  mentioned  in  Dr.  Barry’s 
Code  Sanitaire,  published  in  No.  382  of  this  Journal.  I  should  regret  if  I  said 
any  thing  here  that  could  hurt  the  feelings  of  Mr.  Cortez,  whom  I  know  and 
believe  to  be  a  very  good  kind  of  man;  but  it  is  right  the  public  should  know, 
on  the  authority  of  the  late  Staff-surgeon  Glasse  to  Dr.  Burnett,  that  Mr. 
Cortez  practises  physic  within  the  boundaries  of  Gibraltar  solely  under  a  li¬ 
cence  from  the  British  snperintendent  of  quarantine.  If  the  history  of  former 
Gibraltar  epidemics  be  referred  to,  it  will  be  seen  that  “  my  esteemed  and 
vigilant  friend,  John  Cortez,”  is  frequently  mentioned.  During  our  last  epi¬ 
demic  there  was  only  one  person  who  outstripped  him  in  zeal  for  his  patron’s 
cause. — H.  F. 

f  We  have  already'seen  how  the  worthy  secretary  has  tried  to  patch  up  this 
deficiency  by  afterwards  adding, ’(in  a  document  purporting  to  contain  his  opi¬ 
nion,  and  unknown  to  the  commission  collectively,)  the  name  of  a  ship,  with 
other  weighty  matters.  We  also  know,  by  Dr.  Smith’s  paper,  that  it  was  only 
m  certain  answers  to  questions,  put  by  the  Medico-chirurgical  Academy  of 
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not  have  been  brought  on  shore,  from  the  bay,  by  individuals 
who  had  never  been  traced  to  have  been  on  board  any  ship  in 
that  bay ;  and  the  more  particularly,  when  it  was  shewn,  be¬ 
yond  all  cavil,  not  to  have  existed  on  board  either  the  ’ship 
Dygden,  or  any  other  vessel  in  the  bay.f  Let  it  be  observed, 
that  the  health-guard,  Testa,  who  had  been  for  many  days  on 
board  the  Dygden,  was  not  taken  ill  until  the  malaria ,  or 
whatever  people  are  pleased  to  call  it,  had  affected  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  generally  of  the  district,  No.  24,  in  which  he  resided, 
and  long  after  he  had  been  on  shore:  besides,  his  sister,  who 
had  not  been  on  board,  was  taken  ill  before  him.  Thirdly, 
the  actual  nature  of  the  children's  disease  is  rendered  of  com¬ 
paratively  little  importance,  as  it  is  beyond  the  possibility  of 
doubt,  from  various  sources  of  evidence  already  before  the 
public,  that  not  only  did  cases  of  genuine  Bulam,  or  true 
unequivocal  yellow  fever,  occur  about  the  same  time  of  their 
having  been  taken  ill,  but  long  before  that  period.  Proofs  of  this 
are  to  be  seen  in  Mr.  Wilson’s  valuable  paper,  in  Dr.  Smith’s 
very  excellent  observations  on  Dr.  Pym’s  answers,  printed  at 
Cadiz,  and  published  in  the  last  number  of  the  Edinburgh 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal;  and  we  have  also  the  evidence  of 
the  late  talented  Dr.  Hennen,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Smith,  to  this 
effect,  and  corroborated  by  Assistant-surgeon  Woods,  of  the 
94th  regiment.  Mr.  Woods  has  freely  stated  to  me,  and  to 
various  other  persons,  that  Dr.  Hennen,  on  a  certain  day, 
about  the  end  of  July,  1828,  told  him  that  he  had  just  seen  a 
case  of  the  purest  form  of  yellow  fever,  and  which  had  termi¬ 
nated  fatally;  but  as  it  will  be  necessary,  a  little  farther  on, 
to  advert,  in  a  more  particular  and  detailed  manner,  to  the 
existence  of  such  cases,  I  shall  say  nothing  more  respecting 
them  here. 

Cadiz  to  the  British  superintendent  of  quarantine,  that  he  (the  superintendent) 
ventured  to  name  the  ship  Dygden,  as  being,  as  he  has  there  been  pleased  to 
say,  “justly  suspected.”  Indeed,  Dr.  Chervin  doubts,  and  I  think  with  very 
great  propriety,  that  those  answers  to  the  Cadiz  Academy  were  at  all  furnished 
by  Dr.  Pym;  for  it  appears,  that  he  assured  Mr.  Peter  Wilson,  both  in 
Gibraltar,  and  in  London,  “  of  his  thorough  disbelief  of  the  Dygden  having 
been  the  medium  of  the  fever’s  introduction.”  He  also  told  Mr?  Sweetland, 
late  captain  of  the  port  of  Gibraltar,  and  one  of  the  members  of  the  British 
commission,  the  same  thing.  Dr.  Chervin,  who  notices  these  circumstances 
in  his  translation  of  Mr.W ilson’s  paper,  with  notes,  to  be  had,  I  believe  at  the 
French  medical  booksellers  in  London,  says  at  page  27,  “  Dr.  Pym  also  told 
me  several  times,  during  my  residence  in  Gibraltar,  what  he  repeated  to  me  in 
August  1829,  when  I  had  |the  honour  of  seeing  him  in  Paris,  that  he  did  not 
think  it  was  the  Dygden  that  introduced  the  yellow  fever  into  the  town  of 
Gibraltar.” 

f  Vide  Mr.  Sweetland’s  official  opinion,  given  in  Dr.  Smith’s  paper. 
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On  this  part  of  our  subject,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  notice 
the  following  question  from  Dr.  Barry:  “Which,”  says  he, 
“do  you  think  would  be  most  likely  to  deal  in  complicated 
made-up  falsehoods,  a  boy  not  quite  thirteen  years  of  age, 
and  a  few  washerwomen,  or  a  hardened  veteran  smuggler?” 
designating  by  this  epithet  Mrs.  Fani,  whose  husband  and 
children  were  stated  by  a  boy,  named  Coffiero,  to  have  been 
onboard  some  ship  in  the  Gibraltar  bay.  Now,  it ‘appears 
that  this  innocent  youth  was  the  special  protege  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  Mary  Parodi,  already  mentioned,  and,  in  fact,  actually 
lived  in  her  tent  for  about  three  months,  in  that  same  camp 
(Neutral  Ground,)  in  which  Dr.  Barry  was  known  to  have 
had  private  communications  with  her,  on  the  subject  of  the 
importation  of  the  fever;  so  that  the  accounts  of  the  two  ways 
of  importation  given  by  the  secretary,  seem,  after  all,  to  have 
had  one  and  the  same  source,  and  that  not  at  all  a  creditable 
one.  This  noted  woman  Parodi,  let  it  be  observed  en  passant , 
although  her  services  occupy  a  very  prominent  place  among 
the  memorabilia  of  importation,  has  not  been  once  named, 
either  by  Dr.  Pym,  in  his  official  opinion  as  president  of  the 
British  commission,  nor  in  his  answers  to  the  Cadiz  Academy. 
As  to  the  epithet  of  a  “  hardened  veteran  smuggler,”  given  by 
Dr.  Barry  to  the  woman  Fani,  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  throw 
discredit  on  her  evidence,  as  well  as  to  give  a  colouring  to  the 
probability  of  her  family  having  been  employed  in  contraband 
tobacco  trade,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  Gibraltar  is  a 
free  port,  and  that  people  may  bring  tobacco  on  shore  there 
in  a  boat,  as  stated,  with  the  same  freedom  as  they  may  pota¬ 
toes:  nevertheless,  whatever  old  Fani  may  have  been  capable 
of  doing  in  his  younger  days,  all  parties  shew  him  to  have 
been  utterly  incapable,  from  age  and  infirmities,  of  following 
the  dangerous  and  laborious  pursuits  of  a  Gibraltar  smuggler* 
long  previous  to  his  death;  or  even  of  his  capability,  or  the 
probability,  of  his  having  been  sailing  about  the  bay  for 
pleasure,  during  the  ship  Dygden’s  quarantine;  and  if  his 
honest  relict  interfered  in  such  a  traffic,  it  is,  perhaps,  the  first 
instance  of  a  woman,  in  Gibraltar,  engaging  in  such  a  voca¬ 
tion.  But  it  has  been  clearly  shewn  that  old  Fani  had  an 
attack  of  the  epidemic  fever  in  1  804:  if,  therefore,  Dr.  Barry 
shall  continue  to  persist  in  saying  that  the  old  man  died  from 
an  attack  of  the  epidemic  of  1 828,  the  Doctor  will  allow  the 
case,  I  presume,  to  have  been  a  second  attack  of  Dr.  Pym’s 
Bulam.  He  will  thereby  dislodge  himself  from  his  own,  and 
from  his  patron’s  ground. 

*  Persons  who  export  tobacco  from  the  merchants  of  the  Rock  to  the 
Spanish  coast. 
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(From  the  London  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  April  1831.) 

\^e  have  now  to  consider  the  case  of  my  own  servant-maid 
commenced  upon  at  page  386  of  Dr.  Barry’s  Rejoinder,  fn 
my  paper \n  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  I  stated  that  this 
woman  (Mejia  Piscadinha)  was  taken  ill  on  the  3d  of  Auo-ust, 
1828:  Dr.  Barry  thinks  it  is  quite  enough  to  set  this  point  at 
rest,  mat  he  should  declare,  dogmatically,  to  the  contrary:  “  I 
say,  says  Dr.  B.,  “that  she  was  attacked  by  this  disease  on 
the  twenty-third  of  August.”  This  statement  the  Doctor 
appears  to  have  made,  simply,  because  he  finds  the  woman 
noted  in  Dr.  Hennen’s  morning  state  of  sick  of  the  2d  and 
3d  of  September,  where,  as  I  have  already  most  distinctly 
explained,  it  was  inserted  by  Dr.  Hennen’s  order  to  Mr. 
Tucker,  his  clerk,  at  my  suggestion,  to  enable  Dr.  H.  to 
shew,  in  his  official  return  for  the  month  of  August,  all  the 
cases  of  that  particular  form  of  fever  which  had  come  under 
my  observation  during  that  month ;  and  that,  in  doing  so,  an 
error  had  been  committed  by  Mr.  Tucker,  in  not  specifying 
the  precise  day  of  her  having  sickened;  which  error  is  bv  no 
means  wonderful,  considering  the  multifarious  and  very  ar¬ 
duous  duties  which  that  gentleman  had  to  perform  at  the 
period  in  question. 

Dr.  Barry  has  not  attempted  to  explain  why  he  omitted  to 
bring  forward  the  case  of  Mr.  Hassan’s  servant,  who  had 
been  attacked  with  the  fever  on  the  1  7th  of  August,  which 
was  also  noted,  by  Dr,  Hennen’s  order,  to  Mr.  Tucker,  at  my 
suggestion,  in  the  same  morning  state;  both  patients  having 
been,  in  this  respect,  similarly  circumstanced.  The  bad  faith, 
therefoie,  with  which  I  have  charged  Dr.  Barry,  when  speak¬ 
ing  of  these  two  individuals,  has  not,  from  any  thing  he  has 
yet  advanced,  been  removed. 

Referring  to  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  the  British  com¬ 
mission,  dated  on  the  3d  of  January,  1829,  relative  to  the 
eaily  cases  of  the  epidemic,  and  which  Dr.  Barry  has  brought 

T°J\jarC^  at  Pag?  ^0r  PurPose°f  proving  that,  because 
1  did  not  state,  in  that  letter,  that  my  maid-servant  had  been 
attacked  with  yellow  fever  on  the  3d  of  August,  I  had  “either 
l  k°arcl  °f  commissioners  in  1829,  or  the  public:  in 

1830.”  The  original  draft  of  my  letter  to  the'  secretary  of  the 
board,  on  the  above  occasion,  stood  thus: 

E 
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“  Civil  Hospital;  3 d  January ,  1829. 

“  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  I  beg  to  inform 
you  that  the  first  case  of  the  epidemic  fever  which  came  under  my 
observation  took  place  in  a  child  of  Mr.  Martin’s,  residing  in  No. 
24  district,  on  the  18th  of  August,  1828.  The  history  of  this  family 
is  so  generally  known,  that  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  more:  how¬ 
ever,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  I  have  seen  many  cases  of 
fever  in  the  course  of  the  year,  which,  to  my  view,  bear  a  strong 
affinity  to  the  cases  I  witnessed  in  the  above  family.  Should  the 
board  of  commissioners  require  any  further  information, from  me,  I 
shall  be  most  happy  to  give  it. 

(Signed)  “  HUGH  ERASER.” 

“  To  Dr.  Barry, 

“  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  &c.” 

At  the  time  this  was  written,  it  was  clearly  my  wish  not  to 
pass  unnoticed  the  early  cases  of  malignant  fever  which  had 
occurred  to  me;  but,  on  showing  the  above  to  my  then  col¬ 
league  Mr.  Wilson,  he  recommended  me  to  omit  the  part 
printed  in  italics;  as  he  admits,  in  a  letter  lately  received 
from  him,  dated  Cadiz,  January  the  19th,  1831,  in  which  he 
says,  “  as  it  might  be  used  as  a  controversial  text,  I  recom¬ 
mended  you  to  leave  it  out;  upon  which,  you  drew  your  pen 
or^pencil  through  the  paragraph,  and  there,  I  believe,  the 
matter  ended.”  The  controversy  to  which  Mr.  Wilson  refers, 
as  my  being  then  about  to  subject  myself,  was  regarding 
the  word  identical ,  in  the  circular  letter  of  the  secretary:  all 
who  should  venture  to  pronounce  that  cases  occurring  before 
a  certain  time  were  identical  with  those  occurring  during  the 
epidemic,  being  considered  as  men  devoid  of  “ common  sense!” 
as  was  pronounced  in  a  long  article  in  an  official  journal 
published  at  Gibraltar,  the  credit  of  which  was  given  to  a 
certain  person,  under  the  especial  sanction  of  others.  My 
late  colleague  and  very  excellent  friend  thought  at  the  time, 
that  when  so  many  subtleties  and  unfair  means  were  adopted 
to  disprove  facts ; — when  even  black  vomit  was  not  allowed  to 
be  the  black  vomit,  if  not  of  the  precise  shade  which  some 
individuals  choose  to  describe  ;* — when  yellowness  was  not  the 
yellowness  they  were  pleased  to  consider  peculiar  to  the 
Bulam.  In  short,  Mr.  Wilson’s  observations  led  me  to  agree 
with  him,  at  the  time,  that  I  was  about  to  throw  down  the 
gauntlet,  as  it  were,  under  great  disadvantages;  and,  ulti¬ 
mately,  with  little  benefit  to  science.  1,  therefore,  like  all 
others  in  the  garrison,  confined  myself,  in  my  letter,  to  the 

*  By  the  way,  we  have  one  source  of  cavilling  annihilated,  by  Dr.  Barry’s 
admission,  in  his  paper  read  to  the  College  of  Physicians,  that  the  black  vomit 
may  be  a  u  black  brown.” 


period  at  which  the  first  epidemic  cases  occurred,  as  generally 
acknowledged.  That  I  adopted  the  measures,  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  which  a  fuller  consideration  of  the  circumstances,  per¬ 
haps,  required,  is  what  I  shall  not  now  pretend  to  say;  but, 
with  men  of  candour,  it  will  be  enough  to  show  that  I  had 
not,  as  Dr.  Barry  would  insinuate,  been  employing  myself, 
unworthily,  in  framing  cases  for  a  particular  purpose.  This 
woman  having  been  in  my  own  service  when  attacked,  and 
not  admitted  into  hospital,  was  the  cause  of  her  case  not  hav¬ 
ing  been  registered  in  the  books  of  the  institution ;  that  she 
was  attacked  with  fever  early  in  August,  as  I  have  stated ; 
and  that  nausea,  followed  by  yellowness  and  other  marked 
symptoms,  took  place,  could,  if  necessary,  be  established  by 
the  members  of  my  family.  That  a  discrepancy  should 
have  taken  place  between  Mr.  Wilson  and  myself  respecting 
this  woman,  may  be  accounted  for  from  that  gentleman  having 
been  absent  during  the  greater  part  of  the  month  of  August, 
as  is  stated  by  himself  in  the  letter  I  have  j  ust  mentioned  to 
have  lately  received  from  him,  and  in  which  he  says,  “  I  left 
Gibraltar,  for  Cadiz,  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  August, 
1828,  and  returned  towards  the  end  of  the  same  month:  pre¬ 
vious  to  my  going,  you  had  been  two  or  three  days  in  the 
country,  and  just  returned  as  I  started,  or,  at  furthest,  an  hour 
or  two  before.  I  distinctly  remember  being  in  your  house,  to 
give  you  an  account  of  what  had  gone  on  in  the  hospital 
during  your  absence,  and  I  have  a  faint  recollection  of  Maria 
being  at  the  time  unwell;  but  I  cannot  positively  charge  my 
memory  as  to  what  was  done  or  recommended  in  her  case.” 
It  appears,  then,  that  Mr.  Wilson,  when  speaking  of  this 
woman  in  his  Historical  Sketch,  confounded  her  relapse  on  the 
27th  of  August,  with  her  primary  attack  on  the  3d.#  Mr. 
Wilson  fixes  the  exact  period  of  my  return  from  the  country, 
when  I' found  that  this  woman  had  been  ailing  for  two  days 
previous.  The  superintendent  and  his  secretary  wished  me, 
repeatedly,  in  private,  to  enter  on  explanations  respecting  this 
woman;  but  my  invariable  reply  was,  “ Whatever  you  wish  to 
be  informed  about,  you  must  question  me  regarding  it,  offi¬ 
cially,  before  the  board.”  Strange  to  say,  this  was  never 
done,  although  I  had  been  frequently  interrogated,  upon 
minor  matters,  before  that  board.  The  two  gentlemen  just 
mentioned  were  aware,  perhaps,  that  I  might  request  a  com- 

*  Dr.  Smith,  in  his  paper  in  reply  to  Dr.  Pym,  remarks,  “  and  on  the  3d 
or  4th  of  August,  Maria  Piscadini,  servant  to  Mr.  Fraser,  was  attacked,  reco¬ 
vered  partially  from  this  attack,  and  relapsed  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month.” 
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rnittee  of  medical  men  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of 
this  woman’s  case,  as  well  as  of  others  actually  on  my  regis¬ 
ters,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  “  suspected”  ship  Dygden, 
and  of  so  decided  a  character  as  to  place  in  their  true  light 
all  efforts  to  prove  the  importation  of  the  disease. 

Dr.  Barry,  in  his  paper,  read  to  the  College  of  Physicians, 
states,  (page  92,)  when  speaking  of  the  two  Fani  children, 
already  noticed  as  having  died  about  the  middle  of  August, 
1828,  “These  are  the  very  first  cases  of  fevers  that  occurred 
on  shore  from  the  14th  of  the  preceding  April,  of  which  there 
is  even  a  tradition  discoverable.”  Now,  really,  we  might 
well  be  excused  for  giving  way  to  just  indignation,  when  we 
observe  that,  on  questions  upon  which  so  much  depends,  any 
body  can  have  the  hardihood  to  stand  up,  and  make  state¬ 
ments  before  a  learned  body  so  directly  calculated  to  mislead. 
There  would  seem,  indeed,  to  be  no  limit  to  the  sacrifices 
which,  in  England,  as  well  as  in  Gibraltar,  this  gentleman  has 
made,  in  support  of  the  cause  to  which  he  has  given  in  his 
adhesion.  My  registers  having  been  for  some  time  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  board  of  which  Dr.  Barry  was  the  secretary,  and 
that  gentleman  having  had,  besides,  subsequently,  access  to 
them,  as  he  admits,  must  have  seen  cases  largely  detailed  for 
1828,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  “suspected”  ship,  which 
could  have  left  no  doubt  as  to  their  true  character,  in  the 
mind  of  any  man  possessing  the  smallest  knowledge  of  the 
disease.  For  myself,  I  must  conclude,  that  Dr.  Barry  did 
recognize  such  cases  as  being  registered  in  my  books,  not 
only  for  the  year  1828,  but  in  previous  years;  for,  upon  one 
occasion,  in  particular,  I  pointed  out  to  Dr.  Pym,  publicly, 
at  the  table  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  Dr.  Barry,  a  case  so  registered;*  but  the  Doctor  has 

*  The  subject  was  Solomon  Benshimol,  admitted  into  hospital  on  the  3d 
of  May,  1826,  having  been  ill  two  days  previous;  and,  as  stated  in  the 
register,  “  countenance  bloated,”  “  body  of  a  pale  lemon  colour,”  “copious 
coffee-coloured  vomiting,”  “delirium'’  (more  properly  stupor),  death.  Upon 
this  occasion  the  following  dialogue  occurred  between  Dr.  Pym  and  myself. 
Mr.  Fraser:  “  Here,  sir,  (pointing  to  the  passages  in  my  register)  are  the  details 
of  a  genuine  case  of  yellow  fever.”  Dr.  Pym,  after  glancing  over  the  case,  and, 
directing  his  words  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  commission,  but  more  particularly 
to  Mr.  Judge  Howell,  “  Poh!  this  is  not  a  case  of  my  fever,  because  the  man 
did  not  die  until  the  tenth  day  of  his  illness.”  Mr.  F :  “  You  perceive,  sir,  the 
man  had  black  vomiting.”  Dr.  P. :  “No,  no;  you  mistake  black  vomiting  for 
the  vomiting  of  coffee  given  to  the  patient  before  death.”  Mr.  F :  “  Sir,  the 
man  does  not  appear  to  have  used  coffee.”  Dr.  P.:  “  Yes,  yes,  yes,  (closing 
up  the  register  with  vehemence,)  oh  yes,  yes;”  upon  which,  I  took  up  my  re¬ 
gister,  and  left  the  board  table. 
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endeavoured  to  conquer  the  embarrassment  into  which  such 
cases  would  naturally  place  his  friend  and  protector,  by 
having  recourse  to  a  little  of  the  management  of  which  he 
was  acknowledged  to  have  been  so  capable.  The  Doctor 
accordingly,  in  the  sentence  just  quoted,  speaks  of  the  14^  of 
April,  by  which  he  gets  rid  of  two  very  remarkable  cases 
which  were  treated  in  the  Civil  Hospital,  and  are  registered 
m  the  books  of  that  establishment!  the  one,  Khian  Bensimol, 
admitted  so  early  as  the  Uth  of  January,  of  the  year  1828.* 
In  this  man  there  was  not  a  single  characteristic  symptom  of 
the  Bulam  absent:  along  with  other  symptoms  of  common 
occurrence,  the  suffused  eyes,  peculiar  jactitation,  marked 
redness  of  the  margin  of  the  tongue,  suppression  of  urine, 
and,  finally,  what  has  been  so  much  insisted  on  by  Dr.  Pym 
as  particularly  characteristic,  the  pale  yellow  or  lemon  colour 
of  the  skin ;  and  most  abundant  discharges  from  the  stomach 
of  a  fluid,  as  is  expressed  in  the  register,  “black  as  mushroom 
juice/’  for  two  days  before  his  death,  which  happened  on  the 
16th.  The  second  case  is  that  of  Solomon  Anahony,  admitted 
on  the  13th  of  March,  1828:  along  with  other  symptoms,  as 
gastiic  irritability,  &c.,  this  man  had  also  the  well-marked 
redness  of  the  margin  of  the  tongue;  skin  and  conjunctive 
yellow,  tongue  vividly  red  and  dry,  as  the  disease  advanced ; 
collapse;  countenance  anxious  and  shrunk;  mild  delirium. 
This  man  recovered. 

A  third  case  occurred  on  the  23d  of  July;  that  is,  after  the 
period  specified  by  Dr.  Barry.  The  man’s  name  was  Macluf 
Benunez:  previous  to  the  attack,  he  seemed  to  have  been 
labouring  under  a  chronic  visceral  complaint:  there  was  here, 


„  *  ^le  occurrence>  occasionally,  of  early  sporadic  cases,  some  years,  in 
Gibraltar,  is  very  remarkable:  since  the  epidemic  of  1828,  a  case  occurred  in 
Private  J.  Musgrave  of  the  23d  regiment,  an  officer’s  servant,  residing  out  of 
barracks.  I  his  man  was  admitted  into  hospital  on  the  3d  of  March  1830 
having  been  ill  for  two  days  previous.  He  was  seen,  during  his  indisposition! 
by  many  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  garrison;  and  the  symptoms  were  of 
the  most  marked  character;  the  morbid  appearances  were  also  of  the  most 
decisive  nature,  as  witnessed  by  no  fewer  than  twelve  medical  gentlemen  who 
were  present  at  the  autopsy.  A  special  report  of  this  case  was  made  to  the 
director-general  of  the  army  medical  department,  by  Dr.  Smith,  surgeon  of  the 
regiment,  and  may,  I  believe,  be  seen  at  the  medical  office  in  London.  Va¬ 
rious  well-marked  cases  occurred  at  Gibraltar,  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year- 
and  some  of  them  also  proved  fatal.  From  whence  did  the  ship  come  which 
introduced  tbe  contagion  producing  those  cases,  and  why  did  not  the  disease 
spread?  This  will  be  answered  by  saying,  “Oh,  we  don’t  admit  those  to  be 
cases  of  the  fever  of  which  we  speak !”  The  identity,  however,  is  now  put  be¬ 
yond  the  influence  of  all  such  cavilling,  as  any  body  who  chooses  to  take  the 
trouble  may  ascertain. 
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along  with  other  grave  acute  symptoms,  the  symptom  of 
abundant  vomiting  of  a  fluid  quite  black,  (stated  in  the  re¬ 
gister  to  resemble  “inky  matter,”)  considered  so  decisive  of 
the  true  yellow  fever,  as  also  yellowness  of  the  eyes  and  skin, 
singultus,  and  black  stools.  Death  took  place  on  the  26th. 

A  fourth  case  occurred,  and  this  also  subsequently  to  the 
period  specified  by  Dr.  Barry,  in  the  person  of  the  Jewish 
servant  of  the  Civil  Hospital,  and  which  is  also  detailed  in 
my  register.  The  symptoms  in  this  case,  although  not  So 
well  marked  as  in  the  three  preceding,  were  still  sufficiently 
so  to  have  left  no  doubt,  had  the  case  occurred  during  the 
epidemic.  The  man  was  attacked  on  the  14th  July,  with 
nausea  and  distressing  vomiting,  which  endured  for  two 
days;  the  skin  became  yellow,  and  he  passed  black  stools. 
The  two  fatal  cases  having  been  Jews,  no  autopsies  could  be 
made. 

As  black  vomit  (considered  by  Dr.  Pym  so  very  characte¬ 
ristic  of  his  “Bulam,”)  occurred  in  two  of  the  above-mentioned 
cases,  cavillers  are  deprived  of  their  usual  subterfuge  when 
sporadic  cases  are  mentioned,  namely,  “that  such  cases  are 
of  a  very  different  kind,  being  always  combined  with  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  liver.”  Aware  of  the  importance  to  the  cause 
of  truth  of  its  being  duly  established,  by  competent  persons, 
whether  the  three  cases  (that  of  the  Jewish  orderly,  owing  to 
the  comparative  mildness  of  the  symptoms,  was  not  brought 
forward,)  above  mentioned,  two  of  which  we  have  seen  to 
have  occurred  before  the  arrival  of  the  “suspected”  ship, 
corresponded  in  character  to  well-marked  cases  during  the 
epidemic ;  aware  also  of  the  importance  of  having  it  esta¬ 
blished,  once  for  all,  by  an  examination  of  the  registers  of 
the  Civil  Hospital,  whether  sporadic  cases  of  true  yellow 
fever  had,  or  had  not,  been  treated,  in  previous  years,  in  that 
establishment,  not  only  by  myself,  but  by  other  medical 
officers  who  had  held  the  situation  of  surgeon  to  the  institu¬ 
tion,  antecedent  to  my  appointment  in  1825,  I  solicited  a 
meeting  of  several  medical  gentlemen  of  the  garrison,  and 
the  following  certificate  was  drawn  up,  after  the  cases  had 
been  read  over  from  the  registers:  it  will  be  seen  that  Dr. 
Chervin  was  present  on  the  occasion. 

“  Gibraltar;  April  13,  1829. 

“  We,  the  undersigned,  have  this  day  heard  the  foregoing  thirty- 
nine  cases,  which  have  been  extracted  and  condensed  from  the 
records  of  the  Civil  Hospital,  carefully  read  over,  and  which  have 
been  compared  with  the  original  text.  We  are  unanimously  of 
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opinion,  that,  with  the  exception  of  Case  No.  23  (Samuel  Bird), 
they  are  identical  with  the  cases  of  the  epidemic  fever  which  existed 
in  this  garrison  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1828. 

(Signed)  “  John  Gallice,  Assistant  Surgeon  12th  Regt. 

“  George  Brown,  Assistant  Surgeon  43d  Regt. 

“  A.  Brown,  m.d.  Assistant  Surgeon  23d  R.  W.  F. 
“  J.  Miller,  Staff  Assistant  Surgeon, 

“  Edw.  Dow,  Acting  Deputy  Inspector  of  Hospitals, 
“  T.  Gillkrest,  m.d.  Surgeon  43d  Regiment, 

“  Hugh  Fraser,  Surgeon  of  the  Civil  Hospital, 

“  R.  Amiel,  Surgeon  12th  Regiment, 

“ - Chervin,  d.m.p.” 

All  the  gentlemen,  in  the  above  list  of  names,  had  seen 
yellow  fever  epidemically,  several  of  them  on  more  than  one 
occasion;  and  it  may  be  here  proper  to  remark,  that  I  made 
two  offiuial  applications,  at  different  times,  to  have  the  books 
and  records  of  the  Civil  Hospital  examined  by  a  board  of 
medical  officers;  but  was  unsuccessful  on  both  occasions:  I, 
therefore,  of  myself,  requested  a  meeting  of  those  gentlemen 
whose  signatures  we  have  just  seen. 

Now,  as  the  above  two  cases  of  Rhian  Bensimol  and 
Solomon  Anahony  are  seen  to  have  occurred  in  1828,  long 
prior  to  the  illness  of  my  servant-maid  on  the  3d  of  August; 
prior  to  other  similar  attacks,  which  appeared  at  different  and 
remote  corners  of  the  garrison,*  particularly  in  the  month  of 
July,  and  prior  to  the  illness  of  Mr.  Hassan’s  servant;  (the 
case  of  the  latter  we  have  seen,  for  reasons  quite  apparent, 
is  altogether  blinked  by  Dr.  Barry;)  I  say,  that  a  knowledge 
of  these  two  cases,  and  including  that  of  Macluf  Benunez, 
being  among  the  thirty-eight  cases  pronounced  by  the  above 
gentlemen  as  being  “identical  with  the  cases  of  the  epide¬ 
mic, nothing  can,  I  think,  be  more  evident  and  conclusive, 
than  that  it  was  not  necessary  (were  it  possible  that  I  should 
be  so  inclined,)  that  I  should  give  the  woman’s  case,  as  Dr. 
Barry  insinuates,  a  colouring  to  answer  a  certain  and  most 
wicked  purpose.  The  public  will,  I  am  sure,  agree  with  the 
gentleman  who  had  the  honour  of  being  secretary  to  so  many 
boards,  as  to  the  importance  of  ascertaining  first  cases  in 
epidemics:  they  have  now,  on  evidence  much  less  question¬ 
able,  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  than  any  in  the  power  of  that 
gentleman  to  produce,  proofs  sufficient  to  establish  that,  in 
Gibraltar,  in  1828,  as  has  so  often  happened  in  Spain  in 
epidemic  years,  the  occurrence  of  solitary  cases,  before  the 
arrival  of  a  suspected  ship.  This  has,  indeed,  been  so  fully 


*  Vide  Dr.  Smith’s  papers 
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proved,  sometimes,  with  respect  to  Spain,  that  contagiouists 
have  been,  not  unfrequently,  driven  to  shift  the  blame  fiom  a 
vessel  first  named,  to  another  whose  arrival  was  anterior,  ac¬ 
cording  as  they  found  that  their  proofs  of  importation  were 
overthrown.  Had  it  been  practicable  to  effect  such  a  ma¬ 
noeuvre  with  our  epidemic,  I  need  not  say  that  any  vessel, 
however  remotely  suspected,  would  have  been  eagerly  grasped 
at  by  certain  persons;  but  the  truth  is,  as  that  independent 
officer,  Colonel  Chapman,  so  openly  and  boldly  proclaimed, 
in  his  official  opinion,  as  a  member  of  the  British  commission, 
“after  months  of  previous  inquiry  by  those  who  wish  to 
prove  it,”  (importation,)  no  other  vessel  excepting  the  sus¬ 
pected  ship  Dygden  could  be  found,  upon  which  the  “  Bulam” 
gentlemen  could  affix  their  shattered  and  shipwrecked  cause  : 
on  board  of  that  ship,  I  think  I  may  be  permitted  to  remark, 
en  passant ,  from  what  is  now  before  the  public  regarding  her, 
that  there  are  no  proofs  whatever  of  yellow  fever,  or  any 
other  malignant  disease,  having  existed,  from  the  time  she 
sailed  from  the  Havannah,  until  the  date  of  her  receiving 
pratique  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar. 

Following  the  secretary  through  all  his  mazes,  we  now 
arrive  at  the  question  of  second  attacks  in  the  yellow  fever; 
but  here,  I  fear,  we  shall  find  the  “impenetrable  shield,”  of 
which  Dr.  Barry  speaks  in  this  part  of  his  Rejoinder  (p.  389), 
obscuring  from  his  understanding  not  only  facts  resting  on 
the  clearest  evidence,  but  the  import  of  the  very  plainest 
language:”  his  being  obliged  to  “guess”  at  what  I  meant  by 
“moral  testimony  or  evidence”  confirming  this  or  any  simi¬ 
larly  disputed  question,  seems  to  me  rather  extraordinary.  I 
think,  if  he  had  consulted  his  dictionary,  a  better  expression 
might  have  been  hit  upon  for  his  Spanish  confederates  than 
the  word  “tradicion,”  which  he  tells  us  they  adopted  to  get 
at  what  I  meant  to  express  by  “moral  testimony  or  evidence.” 

I  believe,  I  may  venture  to  say  that,  in  this  country,  moral 
evidence  is  considered  as  bearing  the  same  relation  to  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  most  positive  nature,  as  a  moral  certainty  does 
to  positive  certainty.  Thus,  in  reference  to  evidence  before 
the  commission  appointed  at  Gibraltar,  by  the  special  desire 
of  Dr.  Pym,  to  inquire  into  the  question  of  second  attacks  of 
yellow  fever,  nothing  short  of  the  positive  evidence  of  black 
vomit  in  the  first  attack  was  required,  before  proof  of  a  second 
attack  would  be  admitted.  I  may  be  wrong  in  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  words  I  used,  but  I  am  as  little  disposed  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  Dr.  Barry  to  be  a  proper  censor  upon  this,  as  I  am 
upon  any  other  question  in  which  I  am  concerned;  especially 
as  I  find  him  using  the  expressions  “  lay  inspectors ,”  “  lay 
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authority”  in  his  Code  Sanitaire;  for  I  believe  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  term  lay  to  be  always  in  opposition  to  clergy ,  while 
civil  is  used  as  opposed  to  military. 

The  question  of  non-liability  to  a  second  attack  of  this  fever 
is  a  point  which  affects  certain  celebrated  contagionists,  in 
more  ways  than  one:  hence  we  find  Dr.  Barry  dwelling  on  it 
in  his  Code  Sanitaire  for  Gibraltar,  as  well  as  on  every  other 
possible  occasion,  and  loading  his  friends  with  eulogies,  usque 
ad  nauseam ,  for  what  has  been  called  a  modern  discovery  * 
But  let  Dr.  Smith’s  paper  be  looked  into,  and  it  will  be  there 
seen  that  an  alleged  exemption  from  a  second  attack  of  yellow 
fever  was  publicly  announced  in  placards  on  the  corners  of 
the  streets  in  a  town  in  Spain,  some  time  before  Dr.  Pym  laid 
claim  to  the  discovery :  let  but  old  works  on  yellow  fever  be 
consulted,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  observations,  to  the  same 
effect,  were  made,  about  eighty  years  ago,  in  America:  let  the 
works  of  modern  writers,  French,  Italian, f  Spanish,  and 
British,  be  consulted,  and  it  will  be  found  that,  although  it 
seems  quite  true  that,  on  some  occasions,  the  exemption  from 
second  attacks  is  very  remarkable,  on  others  this  is  not  the 
case:  see  particularly,  on  this  point,  what  Dr.  Ferguson  has 
stated  as  the  result  of  his  observations  in  the  West  Indies. J 
For  myself,  I  agree,  unhesitatingly,  to  the  statement  of 
second  attacks  not  having  been  of  common  occurrence  in 
Gibraltar;  but  I  am  in  possession  of  a  list  of  several  well- 
authenticated  cases,  and  others,  I  perceive,  have  been  col¬ 
lected  by  the  French  commission,  in  their  domiciliary  visits, 
and  noted  in  their  documents  lately  printed. 

On  the  point  of  insusceptibility  to  second  attacks,  Dr.  Pym 
meets  with  the  usual  firm  support  from  his  late  secretary; 
that  is,  if  bold  assertions  be  firm  support;  for,  far  from 
mincing  matters,  he  roundly  asserts,  both  in  his  paper  read 
at  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  more  recently  in  his  Code 
Sanitaire  for  Gibraltar,  which  he  appears  to  have  furnished 
for  the  good  of  the  present  and  future  generation,  that  “  this 
disease  never  attacks  the  same  individual  more  than  once.” 
What  conclusion  is  to  be  drawn  when,  in  the  face  of  such  a 
statement,  we  have  the  signature  of  this  gentleman  to  the 
occurrence  of  several  cases  of  second  attacks  of  yellow 
fever  in  Gibraltar  and  its  territory?  The  gentlemen  of  the 
French  commission  made,  as  already  stated,  domiciliary 

*  “  And,  with  respect  to  my  discovery  in  yellow  fever,  I  cannot  give  it  up  to 
the  Spanish  practitioners.”  (Dr.  Pym,  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  vol.  xii.  p.  135.) 

f  Among  Italians,  Dr.  Arditi  on  the  Cadiz  Epidemic  of  1800. 

t  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  vol.viii.  p.  9. 
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visits,  after  the  epidemic  had  ceased :  they  made  strict  inquiries, 
from  the  heads  of  many  families,  on  this,  as  well  as  on  other 
points;  they  received  information  of  the  occurrence  of  cases  of 
second  attacks ;  they  made  daily  notes  of  the  evidence  which 
they  collected,  to  which  they  affixed  their  signatures,  and 
these  notes  are  countersigned  by  the  ci-devant  secretary,  who, 
as  I  have  mentioned,  was  nominated  by  Dr.  Pym,  together 
with  Mr.  Peter  Wilson,*  to  make  visits  with  those  gentlemen. 
The  documents  here  referred  to  are  now  published  by  the 
French  government,  so  that  we  have  evidence,  as  good  as 
need  be,  of  second  attacks  of  the  Bulam  at  Gibraltar,  and 
evidence,  as  good  as  need  be,  of  the  intrepidity  of  Dr.  Barry. 
Circumstances  such  as  these  cannot,  I  presume,  fail  to  have 
due  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  public.  To  little  purpose 
will  it  be  hereafter  said,  “  these  were  not  true  cases.”  I  say, 
then,  what  are  to  be  considered  true  cases,  when  the  evidence 
ofa  medical  man  cannot,  on  all  occasions,  be  procured  to 
substantiate  the  statement  of  individuals?  One  of  the  rea- 
sonsf  which  has  occasioned  such  ardour  on  the  part  of  certain 
persons,  for  some  years  past,  in  supporting  the  non-liability  to 
second  attacks,  is  a  desire  to  establish  a  family  alliance  be¬ 
tween  the  Bulam  fever  and  the  exanthematous  diseases,  such 
as  smallpox,  measles,  and  scarlet  fever;  but  what  destroys  all 
analogy  between  the  “Bulam”  and  these  diseases,  is,  as  was 
very  properly  noticed  by  a  gentleman  at  Gibraltar,  that,  in 
the  yellow  fever,  relapses ,  which  never,  I  believe,  occur  in  the 
eruptive  diseases,  occur  frequently  in  the  “Bulam:”  this,  in 
a  sweeping  way,  has  also  been  denied;  but,  independently  of 
numerous  cases  which  fell  under  my  own  observation  among 
the  civilians  of  Gibraltar,  I  can  bring  forward  the  names  of 
more  than  one  hundred  cases  which  occurred  among  the  mi¬ 
litary,  copied  from  the  lists  given  into  the  Medical  Office,  and 
duly  vouched  by  the  signatures  of  the  gentlemen  in  charge  of 
hospitals. 

With  regard  to  the  commission  of  which  I  speak,  I  admit  it 
to  have  been  composed  as  Dr.  Barry  states:  that  gentleman 
having  had  the  honour  of  being  named  secretary,  and  Dr. 

*  We  have  seen  the  motives  which  induced  my  honourable  friend  and  late 
colleague  to  withdraw  himself  from  this  commission;  they  cannot  be  too  often 
repeated :  “  As  I  (Mr.  M  ilson)  could  not  submit  to  the  idea  of  putting  my  name 
to  papers  officially  drawn  up  in  this  partial  way,  I  thought  it  best  to  withdraw 
myself  entirely 

f  I  speak  of  one  of  the  reasons  here,  for  others  there  are,  report  circulates, 
that  a  pecuniary  reward  was  sought  after  for  this  “discovery!”  Connected  with 
this  point,  the  College  of  Physicians  was  referred  to  some  years  ago,  and  de¬ 
clined  pronouncing  in  favor  of  the  non-liability. 
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Louis,  one  of  the  members  of  the  French  commission,  presi¬ 
dent.  To  what  I  have  stated  in  my  paper  in  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Review  respecting  this  commission,  I  have  no 
disposition  to  add  any  thing  more,  although  I  could,  without 
impropriety,  very  well  do  so :  it  is  sufficient  to  repeat,  that  its 
proceedings  were  conducted  upon  principles  so  extremely  ob¬ 
jectionable  as  to  induce  both  Dr.  Chervin  and  myself  to 
refuse  to  attach  our  names  to  them:  indeed,  as  that  eminent 
physician  and  philanthropist  very  properly  observed,  at  the 
time,  they  seemed  to  be  conducted  with  a  view  to  impress  a 
belief  on  this  and  future  generations,  that  Dr.Pymhad  earned 
the  laurels  of  a  Harvey. 

Dr.  Barry  asks,  why  the  College  of  Physicians  does  not 
influence  the  government  to  print  the  proceedings  of  this 
report?  I  apprehend  that  this  learned  body  know  very  well 
what  they  are  about,  when  they  refrain  from  recommending, 
and  the  government,  I  apprehend,  knows  what  it  is  about 
also,  in  not  undertaking  the  printing  of  the  matter  of  this 
second-attack  commission,  or  the  matter  of  the  British  com¬ 
mission  either,  of  which  Dr.  Barry  was  also  the  secretary. 
P erhaps  a  fuller  answer  may,  one  day,  be  given  to  the  secre¬ 
tary’s  abrupt  question  on  this  point. 

I  now  approach  a  part  of  the  controversy  which  may  be 
considered  to  be  of  high  interest  to  the  public,  as  the  issue  is 
calculated  to  throw  great  light  on  the  question  of  contagion 
in  the  yellow  fever.  In  my  original  paper  in  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Review,  I  stated  that,  “for  the  period  of  about 
one  month  from  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic,”  hospital 
servants  (soldier  servants,  or  orderlies,)  were  not  attacked ;  that, 
when  cases  occurred  among  them,  it  was  not  until  the  fever 
reigned  among  the  inhabitants  generally  in  the  “south,”  as  it 
is  called,  (about  one  mile  from  the  town,)  being  that  part  of 
the  garrison  where  a  large  hospital  for  six  or  seven  regiments, 
called  Naval  Hospital,  is  situated;  and  that,  then,  the  first 
attacked  were  not  those  in  close  attendance  on  the  sick  of  the 
different  regiments,  but  cooks  and  watermen,  whose  duties 
did  not  oblige  them  to  go  near  the  sick,  but  who  were,  more 
commonly  than  other  hospital  servants,  in  the  habit  of  sleep¬ 
ing  on  ground  floors.  Now,  taking,  for  a  moment,  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  disease,  in  an  epidemic  form,  from  the 
period  of  its  appearance  in  the  Martin  family,  Silcocks,  &c. 
(end  of  August:)  but,  to  be  more  rigid  regarding  the  military, 
let  us  take  it  from  the  2d  of  September,  the  day  on  which  the 
first  soldier  attacked  (Sergeant  John  Holdroyd,  12th  regi¬ 
ment,)  was  received  within  the  walls  of  the  hospital:  what  I 
expressed  by  “a  period  of  about  one  month”  ought,  surely,  in 
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any  thing  like  fairness,  to  be  considered  as  from  the  end  of 
August,  or  beginning  of  September,  to  somewhere  about  the 
25th,  26th,  or  28th  of  September.  Let  us  now  examine  the 
shiftings  which  the  exigency  of  his  case  obliges  the  secretary 
to  employ  upon  this  point:  he  tells  the  public  that  he  has 
duly  certified  returns,  proving  that,  from  the  “5th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  to  the  10 th  October  (!)”  fifty-nine  hospital  attendants  were 
attacked ;  a  period  exceeding  by  not  less  than  a  fortnight  that 
which  I  have  stated;  a  duration  of  time  sufficient  to  account  for 
the  illness  of  double  the  number  which  he  says  were  attacked, 
so  potent  did  the  poison  of  the  disease  become  towards  the  end 
of  September  and  beginning  of  October.  Nobody,  indeed, 
ever  attempted  to  deny  that,  from  the  end  of  September,  the 
permanent  hospital  attendants  (like  the  people  in  the  district 
generally  in  which  the  hospital  is  situated,  and  who  attended 
no  hospital,)  fell  ill  rapidly.  This  appearance  of  the  disease 
springing  up  at  a  later  period  in  this  part  of  the  rock,  has 
been  observed  in  all  the  former  epidemics  of  Gibraltar,  and, 
in  1828,  was  foretold,  with  extreme  precision,  by  some  of  the 
old  residents  of  the  garrison:  the  circulation  of  air  in  this 
locality,  though  very  imperfect,  is  much  superior  to  that  in 
the  town.  To  the  statement  I  made  as  to  no  servant  in  at¬ 
tendance  on  the  sick  having  been  attacked  for  “the  period  of 
about  a  month/’  I  cannot,  after  every  information  which  I 
have  since  received  from  Gibraltar,  find  more  than  a  single  ex¬ 
ception,  namely,  that  of  a  man  of  the  94th  regiment,  attacked 
on  the  6th  of  September:  but,  as  in  every  other  instance, 
whether  civil  or  military,  at  the  commencement  of  the  epide¬ 
mic,  this  individual  had  been,  according  to  the  statement  of 
the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  regiment,  exposed  to  the 
malaria  of  the  town;  indeed,  of  the  very  district  (No.  24) 
which  was  then  the  focus  of  the  infection.  The  next  hospital 
attendant,  according  to  my  information,  fell  ill  on  the  24th  of 
September,  but,  agreeably  to  the  medical  officer  of  his  corps, 
the  case  was  one  of  haemoptysis ,  not  fever ;  and  then,  on  the 
25th,  a  cook  of  the  12th  regiment,  with  a  genuine  fever;*  next, 

*  Dr.  Barry  would  give  the  public  to  understand  (p.  390,)  that  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  Sergeant  Holdroyd,  (the  first  soldier  in  the  garrison  attacked  with 
fever)  into  the  hospital  of  the  12th  regiment,  on  the  2d  of  September,  kindled 
the  spark  of  contagion  throughout  the  whole  of  the  other  hospital  establish¬ 
ments;  but  let  us  just  hear  what  Mr.  Amiel,  the  surgeon  of  the  corps,  says,  in 
his  official  reply  to  queries  from  the  Army  Medical  Board  respecting  this 
subject:  “  It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  the  fever  spread  in  the  south  two  or 
three  weeks  later  than  in  the  town:  from  the  2d  of  September  to  the  1st  of 
October,  several  cases  of  the  epidemic  were  admitted  into  the  regimental  hos¬ 
pital,  three  of  which  died  with  the  black  vomit ;  but  the  disease  never  attacked  any 
of  the  other  patients  (more  than  twenty  in  number ,)  treated  during  the  above 
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a  cook  also,  in  the  43d  regiment,  on  the  30th  of  September; 
then,  in  the  same  regiment,  a  waterman,  on  the  2d  of  October. 
After  this  period,  the  disease  proceeded  with  a  sweeping  and 
an  appalling  energy ;  there  was  no  safety  in  the  western  or 
sheltered  side  of  the  mountain;  persons  who  had  sought 
refuge,  at  the  commencement  of  the  fever,  from  the  town,  were 
now  driven  from  their  abodes  at  the  south,  in  consequence  of 
the  disease  breaking  out  around  them  in  every  direction,  to 
the  Bay,  Neutral  Ground,  Europa  Flats,  and  Windmill  Hill; 
localities  that  remained  perfectly  free  from  disease,  notwith¬ 
standing  daily,  nay  hourly,  intercourse  was  kept  up  between 
the  town  and  those  places,  not  only  through  persons,  but  ar¬ 
ticles,  such  as  bedding,  which  might  have  been  supposed  to 
contain  the  very  essence  of  contagious  poison,  or  virus,  had 
such  ever  existed.  With  respect  to  the  servants  of  the  Civil 
Hospital,  I  must  refer  to  the  details  respecting  them,  already 
before  the  public,  in  Mr.  Peter  Wilson’s  Historical  Sketch. 

We  have  been  talking  of  the  permanent  establishment  only 
of  hospital  servants,  in  the  military  hospitals;  but  mark  now 
how  my  expert  antagonist  has  altogether  blinked  the  state¬ 
ment  which  I  made  in  my  paper  (p.  348,)  respecting  the 
sixty-nine  men  of  one  regiment  (43d,)  exposed,  in  daily  par¬ 
ties  of  from  three  to  six  men,  for  twenty-four  hours  each,  to 
all  the  various  duties  at  the  bedside  of  yellow-fever  patients: 
let  the  result  of  such  an  experiment,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  be 
referred  to,  and  it  will  be  seen  that,  at  the  end  of  the  epide¬ 
mic  season,  no  greater  number  of  those  sixty-nine  men,  so 
exposed,  in  every  possible  way,  were  found  to  have  had 
attacks,  than  those  who  never  went  near  either  sick  persons 
or  hospitals ;  and  those  of  them  subsequently  attacked  within 
three  months  had,  as  has,  I  believe,  invariably  been  the  case 
in  all  instances  of  persons  attacked,  been  exposed  to  the 

period  for  other  complaints,  nor  any  of  the  orderlies,  who  had  as  usual  an  inces¬ 
sant  and  unreserved  intercourse  with  the  dying,  and  slept  in  the  same  wards. 
It  was  only  on  the  25th  of  September,  when  the  disease  had  spread  in  the  south, 
and  when  the  epidemic  influence  had  extended  to  the  district  where  the 
hospital  is  situated,  that  the  cook  of  the  establishment,  who  never  had  occasion 
to  approach  the  sick,  contracted  the  disease;  and  in  the  month  of  October, 
when  the  atmospheric  causes  had  acquired  more  intensity,  the  hospital  sergeant, 
and  twelve  orderlies,  successively  sent  from  the  camp,  were  taken  ill  but  a  few 
days  after  entering  the  precincts  of  the  hospital,  and  several  of  them  fell  vic¬ 
tims  to  the  disease.”  Again ;  “  I  have  not  been  able,  in  any  instance,  to  trace 
the  progress  of  the  disease  from  a  single  point;  neither  did  1  observe  any  sub¬ 
sequent  attack  in  the  company  or  regiment,  that  had  any  apparent  connexion 
with  the  case  of  the  sergeant  (Holdroyd)  whom  I  mentioned  to  have  been  the 
first  sufferer.”  It  is  remarkable,  as  I  stated  in  my  paper  in  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Review,  that  this  man  (Holdroyd)  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  a 
paramour  residing  in  the  foul  locality  of  No.  24  district. 
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deteriorated  atmosphere  of  certain  well-defined  localities,  but 
more  especially  the  town.  Dr.  Barry  has,  as  I  have  said, 
blinked  the  history  of  those  sixty-nine  men  so  fully  exposed 
to  contagion,  had  it  existed;  and,  I  believe,  for  a  very  good 
reason :  I  suspect  the  Doctor  found  himself,  for  once  at  least, 
fairly  at  fault,  having  been  obliged  to  forward,  to  the  colonial 
office,  in  his  capacity  of  secretary,  a  list  of  the  men’s  names, 
periods  of  duty  at  the  hospital,  guards  mounted  in  town,  &c., 
subsequently  to  the  hospital  services  of  the  aforesaid  men,  all 
duly  verified  by  the  signature  of  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment  to 
which  they  belonged.  The  number  of  men  exposed,  in  the  in¬ 
stance  to  which  I  refer,  to  whatever  can  be  supposed  to  have 
been  elaborated  from  the  bodies  of  the  sick  on  whom  they  at¬ 
tended,  was  so  considerable,  and  the  result  so  completely  sub¬ 
versive  of  the  doctrine  of  contagion,  that  I  consider  the  docu¬ 
ment  in  question,  of  the  most  important  and  conclusive  kind, 
so  far  as  the  history  of  yellow-fever  contagion  is  concerned.  An  - 
other  important  point  respecting  hospital  servants,  studiously 
left  untouched  by  this  zealous  supporter  of  a  bad  cause,  is  my 
statement  as  to  the  admirable  illustration  of  the  question  of 
non-contagion  which  we  had  at  Gibraltar,  in  the  fact  of  no 
hospital  attendant  whatever  having  been  attacked  in  those 
establishments,  placed  out  of  the  influence  of  the  deteriorated 
atmosphere  of  the  rock;  that  is,  at  Windmill-hill  hospital, 
situated  on  a  high  and  airy  spot  at  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  rock,  and  at  the  temporary  hospitals  outside  the  walls, 
near  the  glacis,  at  the  northern  extremity,  although  several 
of  those  attendants  were  susceptible,  in  the  sense  of  not  having 
had  previous  attacks;*  so  that  matters  seemed,  at  Gibraltar, 
to  have  been  fairly  put  to  the  test,  in  every  possible  way ; 
and  as  to  the  results  connected  with  the  attendants  on  the 
sick  of  hospitals,  and,  I  may  also  add,  with  respect  to  that  of 
private  families,  they  have  shewn  themselves  singularly  cor¬ 
roborative  of  what  authors  have  recorded  to  have  been  wit¬ 
nessed,  during  black-vomit  fever  epidemics  all  over  the  world, 
more  particularly  in  Spain,  North  America,  and  the  West-Indian 
islands.f  To  what  I  have  stated  respecting  the  hospital 

*  In  the  12  th  regiment  four  men  of  this  description  were  in  attendance,  and 
remained  unattacked. 

f  With  respect  to  Spain  and  North  America,  the  most  ample  details  on  this 
point  may  be  found  in  the  writings  of  Dr.  Ghervin  ;  and,  respecting  the  West 
Indies,  I  would  particularly  refer  to  the  writings  of  Dr.  William  Ferguson, 
Inspector  of  Hospitals,  and  for  some  time  at  the  head  of  the  medical  depart¬ 
ment  of  our  Leeward  Islands.  What  the  celebrated  Humboldt  states  he 
observed  during  his  travels  in  yellow-fever  countries,  is  quite  irresistible  as  to 
the  intransmissible  nature  of  black-vomit  fever,  under  every  circumstance  of 
exposure  and  situation.  (“Political  Essay  on  New  Spain.”) 
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servants,  out  of  certain  localities,  not  having  been  attacked, 
though  in  close  attendance  on  epidemic  cases,  I  would  now 
add,  that  the  same  fact  occurred  regarding  the  medical  men; 
for,  while  several  gentlemen  were  attacked,  (indeed,  a  com¬ 
paratively  few  only  escaped,)  who  were  on  duty  at  the  mili¬ 
tary  hospitals  at  that  part  of  the  rock  called  South,  and 
while  several  others,  as  well  as  myself,  were  attacked  in 
town,  both  of  which  situations,  be  it  observed,  are  backed  by 
a  mass  of  rock  of  from  1200  to  1400  feet  high,  it  so  happened 
that,  in  two  yellow-fever  establishments,  placed  on  sites  open 
to  a  pure  circulation  of  air,  not  one  of  the  following  gentlemen, 
who  arrived  from  England  at  the  latter  end  of  1 828,  was  taken 
ill,  although  several  of  them  were  in  close  attendance  on 
black-vomit  cases  at  those  places :  Dr.  Barry,  then  staff- 
surgeon;*  Surgeon  M'Load,  42d  regiment;  Dr.  Galiani, 
assistant  surgeon  43d  regiment;  Assistant-surgeon  Davies, 
18th  regiment;  Assistant-surgeon  Dick,  12th  regiment;  As¬ 
sistant-surgeons  Bulteel  and  Burket,  of  the  94th  regiment; 
Assistant-surgeons  Bell,  Fagg,  and  Moore,  of  the  staff!  Let 
these  facts,  which  I  venture  to  say  will  bear  any  examination, 
be  compared  with  the  manner  in  which  Dr.  Barry  has  dressed 
up  the  statement  of  the  military-hospital  attendants,  and  it 
will  be  at  once  seen  whether  he  has  or  has  not  been  mislead¬ 
ing  both  the  profession  and  the  public  on  one  of  the  most 
important  questions  in  medicine. 

*  B  was  reported  at  Gibraltar,  that  this  gentleman  made  an  exception,  he 
having  had^  as  was  stated^  an  attack  while  living  in  camp  on  the  Neutral 
Ground  :  it  is,  indeed,  quite  certain  that  he  himself,  in  a  letter  written,  for  a 
very  particular  purpose,  to  Dr.  Broadfoot  (who  was,  for  a  short  time,  at  the 
head  of  the  medical  department  of  Gibraltar,  after  the  death  of  Dr.  Hennen,) 
made  use  of  some  such  words,  or  as,  I  think,  I  may  say,  exactly  the  words,  (as 
subsequently  read  in  public,)  “Don’t  forget  mentioning  that  I  had  the  fever:” 
alluding  to  Dr.  Broadfoot’s  intention  of  writing  to  England;  but  the  cause  of 
truth  requires  me  to  state  that  we  have  also  Dr.  Barry’s  own  words  in  proof 
of  the  illness  to  which  he  refers  having  been  of  a  somewhat  different  kind ;  his 
own  words  taken  down  at  his  bedside,  by  a  friend  of  his,  were;  “  I  had  a 
slight  attack  of  cholera  morbus  last  evening,  but  I  am  now  much  better,  though 
in  bed.  I  shall  be  out  in  the  course  of  the  day.”  The  letter  of  which  this  is 
an  extract  is  now  before  me,  and  is  dated  the  18th  of  November,  1828.  There 
can  be  no  mistaking  this;  it  was  dictated  while  matters  were  quite  fresh  in  his 
memory.  A  further  proof,  if  further  could  possibly  be  wanted,  is,  that  the 
Doctors  name  was  not  in  the  daily  or  monthly  lists  of  persons  attacked. 
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(From  the  London  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  May  1831.) 


Here  terminate  the  points  at  issue  relating  to  the  contagious 
or  non-contagious  nature  of  the  Gibraltar  epidemic  fever.  I 
think,  that  the  public  are  now  in  possession  of  sufficient  mate¬ 
rials  to  enable  them  to  judge  on  which  side  truth  is  most  likely 
to  be. discovered;  and  they  will  probably  not  feel  less  indignant 
than  I  did,  in  my  first  reply  to  Dr.  Barry;  or  less  indignant 
than  many  at  Gibraltar  have  long  felt,  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  simplest  facts  have  been  moulded  to  suit  particular  views 
and  purposes:  “Auri  sacra  fames,  quid  non— .”  This  would 
be  the  place  to  animadvert,  as  it  deserved,  upon  a  singular 
effusion  of  wit#  had  recourse  to  by  Dr.  Barry,  and  I  will  ven- 
ture  to  say  never  before  attempted  on  so  grave  and  momentous 
a  subject;  but  the  contrition  expressed  by  the  Doctor,  in  your 
Journal  for  February  last,  induces  me  to  withhold  any  farther 
observations  on  this  part  of  his  Rejoinder  than  saving,  that  I 
shall  suffer  him  to  adjust  his f position  with  his  professional 
brethren,  and  the  public,  in  the  manner  he  may  deem  most 
convenient.  He  seems  to  have  speculated  upon  finding  some 
people  disposed  to  agree  with  him,  that  the  subject  of  yellow 
fever  was  a  jocular  one,  exciting  to  merriment;  so  much  so 
that,  in  truth,  as  he  tells  us  in  your  Journal,  just  quoted,  his 
paper  would  have  been  “ unreadable  without  a  little  raillery ;” 
the  public,  however,  will,  I  am  satisfied,  at  least  perceive  that, 
in  making  his  excuses,  he  has  not  the  smallest  claim  to  appro¬ 
priate  to  himself  the  “ridentem  discere  verum ”  of  his  quota¬ 
tion.  L 

In  opposition  to  my  statement  as  to  Dr.  Barry  having  had 
but  few  opportunities  of  seeing  the  disease,  and  that  he  was 
therefore  incompetent  to  speak  en  maitre  of  it,  either  as  to 
symptoms,  treatment,  or  otherwise ;  he  admits,  that  he’did  not 
arrive  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar  until  the  8th  of  November,  very 
late  in  the  epidemic  season,  as  I  have  stated;  did  not  land  for 
two  days  after  his  arrival,  as  I  have  not  stated ;  “  observed  the 
general  localities  of  the  place,”  as  I  have  stated,  as  well  as 
proved,  I  think,  that  he  had  written  upon  them  very  amply 
and  properly ;  “saw  and  conversed  with  most  of  the  civil  prac¬ 
titioners:”  the  civil  practitioners,  Dr.  Barry !  We  have  pre¬ 
cisely  come  to  the  point:  pray,  Dr.  Barry,  why  did  you  not 

*  ^ome  there  are,  no  doubt,  bom  with  an  ungovernable  propensity  to  soy 
witty  things  ad  captandum,  and  at  all  hazards,  forgetting  the  wise  warning, 
trust  me,  ^  orick,  this  unwary  pleasantry  of  thine  will  one  day — .” 
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go,  as  the  gentlemen  of  the  French  commission  did,  immedi¬ 
ately  on  their  arrival  in  the  garrison,  to  the  military  hospital, 
which  some,  perhaps,  may  think  was  your  place,  and  where 
cases  of  yellow  fever  were  to  be  seen?  For  my  part,  I  think 
that  you  had  a  good  enough  reason :  you  were,  let  me  tell  all 
who  would  ask  the  question,  usefully,  and  very  properly  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  Neutral  ground,  in  drawing  up  your  lengthened 
observations  on  the  local  origin *  of  the  “  Bulam”  disease  of 
Dr.  Pym,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  In  truth,  as  it  was 
believed,  at  the  time,  that  Dr.  Barry  had  come  out  to  Gibraltar 
with  the  intention  of  conforming  to  the  more  vulgar  custom  of 
seeing  a  disease  before  he  would  venture  to  write  upon  it,  all 
the  gentlemen  in  charge  of  hospitals,  were,  I  say,  quite  at  a 
loss  to  account  for  Dr.  Barry’s  non-appearance,  for  several 
days,  at  their  hospitals;  but  the  mystery  was  satisfactorily 
cleared  up  when  it  was  discovered  that,  moved  by  the  same 
laudable  zeal  known  to  have  influenced  him  on  certain  other 
occasions,  he  was,  most  usefully,  employed  in  endeavouring  to 
be  early  in  the  field  in  giving  all  possible  information  to  the 
public  on  a  subj  ect  involved  in  such  obscurity.  Let  my  readers 
just  take  the  trouble  to  refer  to  the  letter  (p.  392.)  which  he 
wrote,  about  that  time,  to  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  his  de- 

*  In  further  corroboration  of  what  I  have  before  said  on  this  point,  I  beg  to 
quote  the  following  copy  of  a  statement  which  I  have  received  from  Gibraltar, 
since  I  wrote  the  first  part  of  this  paper;  namely: 

“  I,  the  undersigned,  declare,  upon  my  honour,  that  I  was  present  at  the  mess 
of  the  12th  regiment  of  foot,  on  the  Neutral  Ground,  about  the  middle  of 
November,  1828,  or  soon  after  Dr.  Barry’s  arrival  in  Gibraltar;  when  he,  Dr. 
Barry,  stated  to  the  commanding  officer,  and  others  present,  his  unqualified 
conviction  of  the  local  origin  of  the  fever  then  prevailing  within  the  walls  of  the 
garrison;  and  that  he  had  been  led  to  this  conclusion,  after  having  made  a 
topographical  survey  of  the  rock  and  its  environs,  the  peculiarities  of  which  he 
took  great  trouble  to  explain,  and  illustrated  his  arguments  by  a  diagram,  drawn 
by  himself  while  sitting  at  the  mess  table :  that  Dr.  Barry,  further,  expressed 
his  anxious  desire  for  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Chervin  from  Paris,  as  he  thought 
their  united  researches  would  tend  to  throw  great  light  on  the  formidable 
disease. 

“  I  further  declare  that,  soon  after  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Pym  in  the  garrison  of 
Gibraltar,  I  heard  it  reported  that  Dr.  Barry  had  become  an  advocate  for  the 
importation  of  the  fever  alluded  to  from  some  foreign  source ;  and  this  sudden 
change  of  opinion  was  often  the  subject  of  conversation  afterwards  among  the 
officers  of  the  12th  regiment,  and  several  of  them,  as  well  as  myself,  expressed 
surprise,  as  it  appeared  to  us  this  could  not  be  the  result  of  mature  investiga¬ 
tion,  as  the  Doctor  had  been  so  short  a  time  among  us  on  the  Neutral  Ground. 
In  conclusion,  I  appeal  to  the  officers  then  present  for  the  truth  of  this  state¬ 
ment. 

(Signed)  “JOHN  GALLIC E, 

“Assistant  Surgeon,  12th  Ilegt.  of  Foot.” 


Gibraltar;  February  10 th,  1831. 
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partment  in  Gibraltar,  (giving  himself,  by  the  way,  the  title 
of  physician  to  the  forces,  when  but  staff  surgeon,  which  he 
continued  to  be  for  exactly  twelve  months  after,)  observe,  how 
in  the  little  note  subsequently  added,  for  the  emergency,  to 
that  letter,  which  is  dated  the  14th  of  November,  1828,  he 
makes  a  desperate  effort,  by  telling  us  that  he  uses  the  word 
infectious  as  synonymous  with  contagious ,  to  explain  away 
what  he  had  said  about  the  accumulation  of  “  infectious 
disease”  in  a  particular  locality.  But,  strange  to  say,  the 
Doctor  has  not  given  the  public  the  benefit  of  the  whole  of  his 
elaborate  illustrations  on  this  occasion:  a  copy  of  the  original 
of  the  production  in  question,  taken  from  the  medical  office 
at  Gibraltar,  is  now  before  me,  in  which  I  observe  he  goes  on 
to  explain  to  his  official  chief  (Dr.  Broadfoot,)  what  the  most 
thorough  non-c ontagiomst  will  not  feel  disposed  to  dispute 
with  him.  In  continuation  of  what  he  has  already  given  us 
of  the  letter  in  question,  he  proceeds  to  express  himself  thus : 
“  The  Naval  Hospital  is,  as  you  know,  a  hollow  square  of 
houses  built  in  a  well,”  (built  in  a  well!')  “where  the  air  is 
never  refreshed  nor  even  agitated,  except  by  a  kind  of  tornado 
or  flurry,  during  the  whole  summer  and  autumn.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  giving  it  as  my  opinion  that  it  has  been  a  most 
efficient  source  of  death  and  infection  during  the  whole  progress 
of  the  present  epidemic,  and  still  continues  to  be  so,  instead 
of  affordin0-  any  alleviation  of  either  of  these  scourges.  I 
mean  to  visit  the  hospitals  of  the  south  this  forenoon,  and  to 
take  with  me  some  ounces  of  the  chloride  of  lime,  to  be  used 
as  a  disinfecting  agent,  if  you  have  no  objection.  You  are  at 
liberty  to  submit  this  letter  to  his  excellency,  if  you  think 
proper! !”  We  have  already  seen  that  the  Doctor  has  shewn 
himself  not  over  and  above  particular  in  clipping  off,  and 
adding  to,  documents :  he  concludes  this  letter,  which  he  has 
so  partially  given  to  the  public,  with  the  following  postscript: 
“  I  shall  very  shortly  submit  a  more  detailed  statement  of  my 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  fever  to  you.  D.B.  Perhaps 
Dr.  Barry  here  alluded  to  his  local  origin  paper . 

I  am  ready  to  admit,  that  the  same  paramount  considera¬ 
tion  which  prevented  Dr.  Barry,  on  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar, 
from  immediately  seeking  a  knowledge  of  the  disease  at  the 
established  military  and  civil  hospitals,  as  the  gentlemen  ol 
the  French  commission  did,  prevented  him  from  soiling  his 
finders,  on  any  one  occasion,  at  the  post-mortem  examinations, 
after  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar:  this,  people,  who  were  not  aware 
of  his  having  been  otherwise  occupied,  thought  passing 
strange,  from  its  having  been  particularly  expected  that  he, 
as  staff  surgeon,  would  have  taken  an  active  part  in  those 
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important  and  interesting  examinations.  Not  disposed,  then, 
to  say  that  his  absence  was  without  a  reasonable  cause,  I  am 
bound  to  state,  lest  the  public  should  be  led  into  error  on  im¬ 
portant  points,  by  the  supposition  that  he  is,  from  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  disease,  an  authority  to  be  relied  upon  in 
questions  relative  to  the  nature,  &c.  of  yellow  fever,  that  I 
can  confidently  call  upon  every  medical  gentleman  in  charge 
of  an  hospital,  on  Dr.  Barry’s  arrival,  for  a  corroboration  of 
my  formei  statement;  and  as  he  has  mentioned  the  gentlemen 
of  the  French  commission,  I  here  beg  leave  to  present  a 
translation  of  a  letter  from  one  of  those  gentlemen,  in  support 
of  my  assertion.  rr 

I  send  you,  my  clear  Mr.  Fraser,  what  I  have  to  say  relative  to 
the  two  points  on  which  Dr.  Barry  found  it  necessary  to  quote  my 
name.  It  is  assuredly  not  my  intention,  in  this  letter,  to  expose  the 
errors  to  be  found  in  the  rest  of  his  document,”  (Rejoinder :)  “  I 
leave  them  in  your  hands,  and  you  will,  I  trust,  do  them  prompt 
and  ample  justice.  Notwithstanding,  I  cannot  close  my  letter 
without  expressing  to  you  my  admiration  of  all  the  talent  displayed 
by  our  able  colleague  ( confrere )  in  endeavouring  to  bring  into  light 
his  labours  during  the  late  epidemic  at  Gibraltar.  He  tells  us,  for 
example,  speaking  of  his  researches  in  pathological  anatomy,  i  I 
witnessed  autopsies,  with  Dr.  Pym  and  others;  at  the  military  hos¬ 
pital,  with  my  colleagues  of  the  Anglo-French  commission;  at  my 
own  hospital  I  missed  none,  and  all  the  fatal  cases  were  opened 
there.  .  I  took  notes,  on  the  spot,  of  the  living  and  dead.’  For  my 
part,  with  the  exception  of  about  three  or  four,  I  assisted  at  all  the 
post-moitem  examinations  made  at  Gibraltar  from  the  24th  of 
November,  1828,  to  the  end  of  the  epidemic,  and  I  can  with  truth 
say,  that  Monsieur  Barry  honoured  us  with  his  presence  very  rarely 
{fort  rarement )  either  at  the  civil  hospital  or  at  the  military  hospital, 
where  the  principal  part  of  the  examinations  took  place.  I  can 
amrm  besides,  that  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  him  in  one  single 
instance  ‘  take  notes,  on  the  spot,  of  the  dead,’  but  I  recollect 

quite  well  to  have  heard  him,  several  times,  ask  Monsieur  Louis 
tor  his  notes. 

In  regard  toj  the  rest,  on  our  arrival  at  Gibraltar’  ’  (French  com¬ 
mission,)  “  the  surgeons  of  the  Military  Hospital  informed  us  that 
they  had  not  as  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Dr.  Barry  at  that 
establishment;  and,  during  the  epidemic  afterwards,  I  do  not  re¬ 
collect  to  have  once  {une  seule  fois)  seen  him'  in  the  wards  of  the 
military  hospitals ;  whether  at  the  hospital  called  Naval,  the  Artillery 
Hospital,  oi  the  hospital  at  Windmill  hill.  His  observations  were 
therefore  confined,  nearly,  to  the  hospital  at  North  front;”  (outside 
the  walls)  “where  there  was  but  a  very  small  number  of  charac- 
tenzed  cases  of  yellow  fever,  {ou  il  ny'eut  qu’un  fort  petit  nombre 
de  nialades  de  la  fievre  jaune  caracterise ,)  a  circumstance  which 
might  have  contributed  to  lead  Dr.  Barry  into  error  regarding  the 
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pretended  wonderful  effects  of  the  remedy  (  ^  ~ 

that  he  cured  twelve  o^  of  fi  teen  patient7’  T  ^\  enth"siasm. 

ss  ass* — 

“  Your  devoted  servant  and  friend 
“  Paris;  to«  “-CHERVIN,  n.M. 

“To  Mr.  Hugh  Fraser.” 

Can  evidence  like  this,  from  a  person  nf  c!nr*ti  h'  i  ? 
ter,  be  for  a  moment,  resisted  ?  !8  1  charac- 

The  statements  in  the  above  document  pan  if 

autopsies;  but,  ..fedSfe Sfe  IT  * 
and  aware  of  his  wish  to  annenr  ^  nr  b  °*  t  ieir  ^a^ours7 
this  cheap  rate,  they  declined  givinJThem  ^d”  ^uthoijlty  at 
eavalterly  e„°ugh,  4ut  why  ILJd  to 

unpleasant  to  youThey  mavT  8wTy’  h°Wever 

autopsies  at  the  Civ.l  Hospital,  with  D?Pym  atd  ofhT^i 
have  some  recollection  of  his  having  been  at  thel^T''  1 

alludes  (p.  399^  ,  +i  ,  f1  can|P?  to  which  he 

If  Dr  -R  cartload  of  confused  recollections.” 

*he/ery  ~ble  ex- 

P  6Stablished  hospitalsf  military 

4: ih~r?s,r,r«,  v*1" - -4 

yaenham .  not  go,  then,  to  study  the  disease  at  the  bed- 
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side  of  the  sick,  on  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar !  No,  he  does  not 
venture  to  say  any  thing  of  the  kind:  he  thought  it  best,  as  I 
have  said  for  him  to  fulfil  what  he  calls  in  his  Code  Samtaire 

his  “mission,”  by  writing  about  it  first.  Well,  he  says,  he  con¬ 
versed  about  matters  with  civil  practitioners,  and  made  him¬ 
self  acquainted  with  the  different  modes  of  practice,  civil  and 
military :  with  one  practitioner,  in  particular,  I  am  well  aware 
he  had  irequent  conversations,  a  Dr.  Mateo,  who  had  charge 
of  a  certain  number  of  tents  on  the  Neutral  Ground,  designed 
as  a  casualty  hospital  for  the  use  of  the  encamped  civilians  of 
'  the  poorer  class.  This  establishment,  which  was  situated  at 
the  part  of  the  civil  camp  farthest  from  the  rock,  was  not  ap¬ 
propriated,  at  any  time,  for  epidemic  cases;  so  that,  were  Dr. 
Mateo  ever  so  well  disposed  to  use  active  remedies,  he  had 
no  opportunity  of  doing  so,  on  the  occasion  in  question  his 
cases” not  needing  them.  It  was  quite  unfair  then,  of  Dr. 
Barry  to  hold  this  person’s  practice  up,  in  making  a  compa¬ 
rison^  (as  I  am  quite  aware  he  did,  from  his  communications 
on  the  subject  to  Mr.  Wilson,)  unjustly  towards  those  whom 
he  has  since  called  his  colleagues,  and  unjustly  towards  the 
profession;  while  he  kept  out  of  sight  the  practice  of  the  very 
intelligent  and  experienced  civil  practitioner,  Dr.  Arde  , 
who  was?I  hehevPe,  acquainted  with  all  that  had  ever  been 
done  in  Spain,  regarding  the  treatment  of  yellow  fever,  and 
who,’ having  the  bedside  treatment  of  the  yellow-fever  laza¬ 
retto  tents”  for  civilians  in  camp,  considered  as  his  sheet- 
anchor  that  very  remedy  (mercury,  whether  by  junction  or 
otherwise,)  which  the  speculative  secretary  decried  publicly  vs 
the  cause  of  greater  mortality  among  the  military; ;  and the 
practice  of  Dr.  Bobadilla,  acquainted  with  the  epidemics 
which  have  occurred  in  Andalusia  for  the  li «t  thirty-fi 
vears  who,  on  the  appearance  of  that  of  lbib,  proposed  to 
Forward  a  Memorial  to  the  lieutenant-governor,  to  be  allowed 
to  have  a  certain  number  of  persons  placed  in  an  hospital 
under  his  special  care,  in  order  that  he  might  adopt  the  plan 

which  he  had  found  particularly  successful;  namely,  mercury, 

chieflv  by  inunction.  Drs.  Ardevol  and  Mateo  were,  I  be¬ 
lieve,^ th/only  medical  men  who  had,  outside  the  walls,  where 
Dr.  Barry  lived,  charge  (by  which  I  would  alw’^l  e,| 
mean  contrary  to  what  Dr.  Barry  s  application  of  the  tem 
mioht  be  )  of  the  bedside  treatment  of  civilian  sick  in  hospi- 
Within  the  walls,  Dr.  Barry  might  ha  ve  foun£  on  his 
arrival,  that  Mr.  Wilson  and  myself  were  m  charge  of  the  Civd 
HosDital  in  which  some  hundred  cases  had  been 
during  the  epidemic;  and,  had  he  consulted 
my  hospital,  I  could  have  explained  to  him  that  we  were  cer 
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tainly  far  from  being  particularly  fortunate,  although  various 
plans  were  tried  which  had  been  recommended  by  authors  of 
repute:  indeed,  at  one  time,  during  the  early  part  of  the  epi¬ 
demic,  we  were  more  unfortunate,  I  believe,  than  our  friends 
of  the  army ;  for  the  cases  were  of  so  severe  a  grade  that  all 
who  entered,  whether  man,  woman,  or  child,  seemed  fated  to 
die,  as  an  instance,  of  the  first  thirty-five  Jews  who  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  nearly  every  man  died  !*  At  that  time  a  fatal  issue  was 
plainly  denoted  in  the  countenances  of  almost  all  who  were 
received  into  the  hospital :  to  expect  advantage  from  any  me¬ 
dicines  seemed  as  hopeless  as  the  application  of  remedies  to  a 
dead  body.  In  the  Ordnance  and  43d  regiments,  a  most 
severe  form  of  the  disease  also  appeared  in  the  early  part  of 
the  epidemic,'  as  was  specially  reported  upon  to  the  lieutenant 
governor,  and  to  the  head  of  the  medical  department  in 
England,  by  the  late  Dr.  Hennen:  this  circumstance  is  also 
recorded  by  Dr.  Smith  in  his  paper.  We,  who  had  the  charge 
of  civilians,  had  certainly  nothing  to  boast  of  at  the  windino-- 
up  of  the  lists  of  mortality;  for,  according  to  Dr.  Smith,  who 
seems  to  have  taken  pains  to  obtain  accurate  results,  we  lost 
(between  us  all,  civil  practitioners,)  1281,  out  of  4701,  inclu¬ 
ding  women  and  children;  the  loss  of  the  military  (including 
officers,  women,  and  children,)  having  been,  according  to  that 
gentleman,  5J  2,  out  of  2002  attacked.  By  what  is  recorded 
of  the  usual  progress  of  this  fever,  the  soldiers  being  of  more 
lobust  constitutions,  and  brought  up  in  colder  latitudes,  might 
have  been  expected  to  have  suffered  more.  Another  cause 
which  might  be  supposed  to  influence  the  average  mortality 
greatly  against  the  military,  in  the  winding  up  of  numbers  on 
such  an  occasion,  would  be  that  the  number  of  women  and 
children  liable  to  be  attacked  is  vastly  greater  among  the  civi¬ 
lians,  and,  in  them,  the  disease  usually  passes  off  with  more 
mildness;  for,  although  I  have  said  that,  at  one  time,  the 
disease  was  very  severe  among  women  and  children,  this  was 
not  remarkably  the  case  afterwards;  nor  was  it  the  case  after 
that  period,  generally  throughout  the  town  and  territory:  for 
instance,  in  the  practice  of  one  foreign  medical  man,  (a  Mr. 
Dias,)  who  made  a  distinction,  in  his  morning  states  of  sick, 

*  Numberless  are  the  proofs  on  record  of  this  wonderful  disease  destroying 
almost  all,  at  one  period  of  an  epidemic,  and  becoming  afterwards  remarkably 
mild.  M.  Rochoux,  one  of  the  French  commission  to  Barcelona  in  the  epi¬ 
demic  of  1821 ,  notices  this  particularly  in  his  work,  where  he  says  that,  on  the 
first  appearance  of  the  disease,  the  loss  was  as  nineteen  out  of  twenty;  in  the 
middle  much  less,  and  at  the  close  only  two  out  of  three!  He  observes,  that 
the  vulgar  are  apt  to  believe  that  the  extraordinary  mortality,  on  such  occasions, 
proceeds  from  the  remedies  employed. 
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between  men,  women  and  children,  we  find  that,  of  seven  men 
whom  he  treated,  between  the  3d  of  November  and  the  27th 
of  December,  three  deaths  took  place;  while,  of  eleven  women 
and  children  attacked,  only  one  died.  Had  I  in  reality,  as  I 
believed  I  had  at  one  time,  cause  to  suppose  that  the  disea  se 
was  less  fatal  among  the  civilians,  in  my  hospital,  than  among 
some  of  the  corps  in  the  garrison,  the  circumstances  just  men¬ 
tioned  offered  a  simple  explanation.  Such  facts  as  these  must 
be  placed  on  record,  for  two  reasons:  first,  because  a  cabal 
was  most  foully  and  unworthily  raised  against  the  practice  of 
experienced  men,  who  were  perfectly  masters  of  whatever 
had  been  said  in  favor  or  against  the  treatment  of  yellow 
fever  in  every  part  of  the  world,  which,  to  the  indignation 
of  every  honourable  mind,  drew  on  those  men  calumnies  and 
injuries  of  the  most  iniquitous  kind;  in  the  next  place, 
because  it  would  be  nothing  short  of  crime  to  suffer  the  incom¬ 
petent  authority  of  my  antagonist  to  pass  current,  and  perhaps 
hereafter  more  or  less  prejudice  inexperienced  people  against 
one  of  our  greatest  resources  in  a  terrific  malady.*  Here,  then, 
are  reasons  which,  I  presume,  will  be  considered  amply  suffi¬ 
cient  to  warrant  my  entering  on  details  likely  to  place  the  oc¬ 
currences  at  Gibraltar  touching  this  part  of  the  subject  fairly 
•  before  the  public :  most  gladly  would  I  now,  were  it  possible, 
admit  that  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  laid  before  the 
public,  by  certain  persons,  was  owing  to  inadvertence,  or  any 
other  excusable  cause.  Here,  as  in  other  instances,  we  find, 
indeed,  the  utmost  art  employed  to  make  out  a  case  favorable 
to  particular  views. 

Over  and  over  again  has  the  truth  respecting  yellow  fever 
been  asserted,  that,  in  its  mild  form,  patients  will  do  well 
without  any  remedies  whatever;  while,  in  its  very  worst  forms, 
remedies  cannot  be  looked  to  as  of  any  use:  between  these 
two  grades  there  is  a  third,  of  great  danger,  but  in  which  re¬ 
medies,  good  nursing,  &c.,  may  be  expected  to  carry  the  pa¬ 
tients  through,  especially  if  they  are  seen  soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  attack.  Now,  in  this  last  form,  it  is 


*  What  seems  quite  curious  is,  that,  while  so  loud  against  mercury  in 
yellow  fever,  Dr.  Barry  should  seem  to  be  unacquainted  with  the  fact  that  no 
author  is  so  full  of  details  in  proof  of  its  efficacy,  where  good  is  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  any  thing,  as  his  friend  Dr.  Pym;  who  tells  us,  in  addition  to 
many  other  facts,  that,  when  at  Carthagena,  casually,  during  an  epidemic  of 
yellow  fever,  and  having  been  asked  his  opinion  by  the  Spanish  medical  men* 
recommended  it  in  large  doses :  his  faith  in  it,  at  Gibraltar,  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  much  shaken,  when  we  know  that,  in  consultation  with  the  surgeon 
of  the  Ordnance,  he  recommended  it  to  be  given,  in  repeated  doses,  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  artillery. 
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that  more  can  be  said  of  mercury,  in  one  form  or  another,  as  a 
remedy,  than  can  be  said  of  any  means  whatever  hitherto 
practised:  that  its  exhibition  will,  in  the  grade  of  fever  in  which 
most  is  to  be  expected  from  it,  often  prove  unavailing,  is  most 
true,  if  patients  have  not  applied  soon  enough,  or  the  numbers 
become  so  great  at  the  explosion  of  an  epidemic,  that  measures 
for  its  due  exhibition  cannot  possibly  be  carried  into  execution, 
or,  from  idiosyncrasies,  the  remedy  does  not  make  its  ordinary 
specific  impression,  indicated  by  the  flow  from  the  salivary 
glands:  but  if  any  fact  in  medicine  can  be  said  to  be  proved, 
it  is  that  the  system,  once  fairly  affected  by  that  medicine,  so 
as  to  have  the  effect  of  producing  a  discharge  from  the  salivary 
glands,  the  patients,  at  least  in  the  proportion  of  thirty-nine 
out  of  forty,  may  be  considered  as  safe.  This  has  been  au¬ 
thenticated  by  numberless  practitioners,  from  the  days  of  Rush 
and  Chisholm  up  to  the  Gibraltar  epidemic  of  1828,  inclu¬ 
sive.  Another  thing,  which  seems  to  be  well  proved,  is  that, 
under  other  treatment,  though  numbers  will  do  well,  an  expe¬ 
rienced  person  will  tell  you  that,  in  this  most  incomprehensible 
disease,  he  never  feels  confident  p  to  his  patients’  safety  till 
perfect  health  is  established;  it  being  of  very  common  occur¬ 
rence  to  find  a  patient  at  one  visit  free  from  all  alarming- 
symptoms,  and  in  every  way  promising  to  do  well,  while,  in 
two  hours  afterwards,  he  will  be  found  ejecting  black  fluid  from 
the  stomach,  and  in  the  agonies  of  death.  This  is  what  never 
occurs,  as  far  as  I  have  seen  or  heard,  where  the  salivary  glands 
are  affected  by  mercury:  as  far  as  the  experience  of  1828  at 
Gibraltar  went,  I  may,  I  think,  say,  with  certainty,  that  it 
never  occurred  in  the  practice  of  many  gentlemen  with  whom 
I  was  intimate.  That  relapses  sometimes  occurred  after  con¬ 
valescence  had  been  established,  in  cases  where  the  system 
had  been  affected,  there  is,  I  believe,  no  reason  to  doubt;  but 
I  think  in  a  less  proportion  than  when  this  had  not  been  the 
case. 

Holding  in  view  the  circumstances  just  stated,  enlightened 
men  of  great  experience  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  have, 
though  for  a  time,  perhaps,  speculating  on  more  success  from 
other  remedies,  recurred  to  the  mercurial  system,  as  the  best 
thing  to  be  done,  in  a  disease  in  which  they  admit  that  no 
practice  is  satisfactory ,  if  the  grade  be  very  severe.  As  to  what 
has  been  sometimes  advanced  against  the  exhibition  of  mer¬ 
cury,  “  Oh,  you  are  losing  time  by  trying  to  get  the  system 
affected,”  I  will  admit  this  to  be  of  some  validity,  if,  after  an 
impartial  examination  of  the  history  of  the  disease  by  writers, 
whether  British,  French,  Spanish,  or  American,  the  smallest 
confidence  is  to  be  placed  in  any  other  remedy  whatever.  Those 
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who  enter  deeply  into  the  subject  of  yellow  fever,  know  well 
that  what  occurs,  in  occasional  mild  epidemics,  or  even  at  cer¬ 
tain  periods  of  the  same  epidemic,  regarding  “  great  success” 
from  the  adoption  of  mild  remedies,  or  of  no  remedies  at  all, 
would  be  found  to  be  quite  illusory,  if  applied  to  the  disease 
under  more  ordinary  circumstances.  To  little  avail  has  a  mild, 
or  placebo  system,  which  Dr.  Barry,  with  his  limited  view  of 
matters,  has  thought  proper  to  speak  about  as  the  best,  been 
adopted  over  and  over  again,  in  epidemics  in  Spain,  by  prac¬ 
titioners,  in  their  want  of  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  any 
remedies :  to  little  avail  had  some  men,  holding  the  first  rank 
in  the  profession,  adopted  that  system  at  Barcelona  in  1821; 
to  little  avail  has  nearly  the  whole  population  of  a  district  or 
town,  in  Spain,  been  confined  to  the  employment  (necessarily 
so,  from  the  want  of  medical  men,)  of  the  ordinary  remedies; 
their  own  domestic  remedies,  “  mild,  frequent,  oily  purgatives, 
with  acid  diluents,”  which  Dr.  Barry  tells  the  College  of  Phy¬ 
sicians  and  the  public  were  so  much  more  successful  than  others, 
according  to  the  “  therapeutic  records  of  the  Gibraltar  epide¬ 
mic:”  to  little  avail  have  these  things  been  done,  for  the  whole 
attacked  in  those  instances  seemed  doomed  to  extermination, 
the  mortality  having,  according  to  records,  been  so  enormous, 
as  every  body  who  writes  on  yellow  fever  ought  to  know,  and 
which,  if  Dr.  Barry  knew  when  he  wrote  his  paper  for  the 
College,  or  when  he  assisted  so  openly  in  raising  a  cabal  at 
Gibraltar  against  his  “  colleagues ”  ( !)  for  using  an  active  re¬ 
medy,  he  was,  in  more  ways  than  one,  criminal  in  concealing. 
I  think  it  will  be  presently  seen  that  I  am  not  employing  un¬ 
necessary  severity,  when  I  assert  that  Dr.  Barry,  while  making 
out  (p.  392,  3)  a  case  calculated  to  cover  him  with  glory,  and 
sink  his  “  colleagues,”  below  the  ordinary  range,  has  made  use 
of  nothing  short  of  deception.  The  cause  of  truth,  no  less  than 
self-vindication  from  this  gentleman’s  attacks,  obliged  several 
gentlemen  at  Gibraltar  to  examine,  closely,  all  the  management 
which  he  had  recourse  to  in  his  endeavours  to  shew  their  utter 
incompetence,  as  compared  to  himself,  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties;  and  the  following  is  (agreeable  to  undoubted  in¬ 
formation  procured  by  me  at  Gibraltar,  or  transmitted  to  me 
since,)  the  true  state  of  matters.  I  may  reckon,  I  think,  upon 
the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the  details,  if  it  be  recollected 
that  (though  denied  by  Dr.  Smith  as  to  their  general  accu¬ 
racy,)  the  circumstance  which  Dr.  Barry  adduces,  in  support 
of  his  statements,  on  points  so  important  to  nations,  remain  on 
record  unrefuted. 

In  explanation  of  the  occurrences  at  what  Dr.  Barry  calls 
his  hospital,  (sheds  erected  outside  the  walls,  at  the,  recoin- 
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mendation  of  the  chief  medical  officer,  about  the  end  of  the 
epidemic  season,  as  a  branch  hospital,  for  the  reception  of  the 
fresh  cases  of  three  regiments  encamped  on  the  Neutral  ground, 
and  which  by  no  means  placed  him,  as  the  asserts,  “  in  charge 
of  the  sick  of  three  out  of  the  seven  regiments  of  which  the 
garrison  consisted,)”  it  did  happen  that  one  of  the  three  sur¬ 
geons  (43d),  whose  newly  attacked  cases  had  been  put  into 
this  branch-hospital,  on  finding,  from  the  chief  medical  officei , 
that  he  was  considered  as  the  responsible  person  for  their 
treatment,  took  charge  of  them  accordingly,  in  five  or  six 
days  after  the  opening  of  this  establishment;  the  main  bulk  of 
his  patients  at  the  principal  hospital,  being  at  the  time  conva¬ 
lescent,  were  looked  after  by  one  of  the  assistant  surgeons.  At 
p.  392,  Dr.  Barry  alludes  to  “  official”  returns,  (as  he  now 
calls  them,  though  at  Gibraltar  he  made  a  solemn  assertion, 
in  public,  that  they  were  only  returns  given  him  for  his  private 
use,)  by  which  he  would  make  it  appear  that  the  sick  of  the 
regiment  in  question  were  under  his  care  for  the  period  he 
points  out.  Now,  it  does  seem  quite  surprising  how  Dr.  Barry 
can  venture  to  make  such  statements,  when  it  has  been  pioved, 
in  a  manner  which  he  surely  can  never  forget,  that  the  surgeon 
of  the  43d  regiment  took  charge  of  his  hospital,  in  the  branch 
or  detachment  hospital,  from  the  period  just  pointed  out 
end  of  the  epidemic  season,  prescribing  for  his  patients,  and  di¬ 
recting  the  use,  where  he  judged  necessary,  in  the  few  cases 
that  required  it,  of  that  very  remedy  which  Dr.  B.  says  he 
suspended  the  use  of  in  toto:  all  this  was  clearly  shewn  to 
have  been  the  case,  at  Gibraltar,  by  registers,  and  by 
other  proofs,  not  requisite  for  me  to  enter  upon  here.  It 
also  appears,  by  an  authentic  copy  in  my  possession  of  the 
identical  return  or  list  which  Dr.  Barry  quotes,  that  of  the 
three  or  four  cases  of  the  43d  regiment  which  were  at  all 
seriously  ill,  under  Dr.  Barry’s  care  for  the  first  few  days, 
and  to  whom  not  one  particle  of  mercury  had  been  given, 
two  died:  William  Fisher,  admitted  14th  November;  John 
Kelly,  admitted  15th  November,  1828;  and  that,  in  the  same 
corps  and  hospital,  of  four,  to  whom  mercury  nad  been  given 
in  a  more  or  less  quantity,  one  only  died.  It  appears,  by  a 
copy  in  my  possession,  of  another  of  the  documents  from 
which  Dr.  Barry  draws  his  statement  now  under  consideration, 
that,  in  the  42d  regiment,  the  only  death  (Robert  Campbell,) 
in  the  period  specified  by  Dr.  Barry,  was  where  not  a  gram  ot 
mercury  was  given.  Dr.  Barry  seeing  how  things  were  going 
on  against  his  experiment-making,  asked  for  the  returns  ot 


*  Sow,  Fell,  Clanay,  and  Robinson. 


sick,  at  the  end  of  a  month ;  that  is,  from  the  15th  November 
to  14th  December,  when  he  formally  told  the  then  surgeon  of 
the  42d,  who  had  but  lately  arrived  in  Gibraltar,  that  he  should 
not  take  any  farther  share  in  the  management  of  the  cases; 
but  a  man  of  this  regiment,  admitted  on  the  15th,  died  on  the 
18th  of  December,  so  that  he  does  not  of  course,  appear  on 
Dr.  Barry’s  lists ;  and  it  will  be  seen,  by  a  document  which  I 
shall  produce  from  the  surgeon  of  this  corps,  what  little  reason 
he  had  to  be  satisfied  with  the  whole  result.  Regarding  the  sick 
of  the  12th  regiment,  as  noticed  by  Dr.  Barry,  I  have  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  surgeon  for  stating  that  he  considers  the  statement 
made  by  Dr.B.  as  very  unfaithful:  he  was  himself  unable,  from 
the  state  of  his  sick  in  his  main  hospital,  to  assume  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  those  in  the  detachment  hospital,  but  saw  the  patients 
frequently;  and  I  have  his  authority  for  declaring  that,  of  the 
whole  twenty-two  men  admitted  as  yellow  fever  cases,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Dr.  Barry’s  lists,  very  few  of  them  indeed  ought  to  have 
been  at  all  classed  under  that  head;  and  that,  of  those  few, 
the  little  success  was  very  remarkable,  four  having  died.  Dr. 
Barry  may  say,  “  Oh,  I  have  signatures  to  prove  that  the  whole 
were  yellow  fever  cases.”  No,  he  has  no  signatures  to  returns 
proving  this;  for  I  have  in  my  possession  the  original  copy  of 
the  return  of  the  42d  regiment,  from  which  those  of  the  two 
other  regiments  were  framed,  and  by  that  it  appears  that  the 
heading  of  the  document,  as  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Barry  himself, 
or  by  somebody  under  his  direction,  ran  thus :  “  Return  of 

men  treated  in  the  regimental  hospital  of  the  42d  regiment  at 
the  sheds,  from  the  15th  November,  to  the  14th  December, 
1828,  shewing  the  period  of  convalescence  of  each,  and  the 
mode  of  treatment  adopted.”  Many  of  the  patients,  especially 
on  the  first  establishment  of  this  hospital,  were  selected  for 
admission  by  Dr.  Barry  himself,  and  the  fact  of  fifty-eight 
patients  at  the  close  of  our  epidemic,  having  been  treated  in  a 
particular  building  will  be  scarcely  received  as  an  evidence  of 
their  having  been  cases  of  yellow  fever;  more  especially  when, 
in  addition  to  what  appears  from  Dr.  Chervin’s  letter,  and  the 
assertion  of  the  surgeon  of  the  12th  regiment,  it  was  also  shewn 
at  Gibraltar,  that  the  surgeon  of  the  43d  regiment,  on  taking 
charge  of  his  sick,  which  I  have  already  stated  had  been  for 
five  or  six  days  under  Dr.  Barry’s  care,  felt  it  necessary  to 
strike  out  of  the  list  of  yellow  fever  cases  the  names  of  three 
men  respecting  whom  the  error  was  most  glaring,  privates 
Cosbrooke,  Clemo,  and  Gaining;  and  yet,  though  we  find  these 
men  not  entered  as  yellow  fever  cases  in  the  official  returns  of 
the  regiment  for  the  period,  sent  to  the  Medical-board  office, 
they  are  to  be  seen  among  the  names  on  Dr.  Barry’s  list; 
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where,  according  to  him,  they  stand  as  examples  of  his  supe¬ 
rior  management  of  a  disease  as  baffling  as  the  plague.  In 
the  eleven  cases  of  the  42d  regiment  brought  forward,  it  would 
appear  that  as  little  precision  had  been  observed  as  in  the 
other  two  regiments,  if  we  can  judge  from  one  very  remark¬ 
able  case  of  dysentery  in  its  purest  form,  as  noticed  by  several 
who  had  seen  the  man  (William  Watt),  and  whose  case  is 
called  by  its  proper  name  in  the  medical  register  of  the  regi¬ 
ment,  as  appears  by  the  following  certificate  of  the  gentleman 
who  is  now  surgeon  of  that  corps,  viz. 

“  I  find,  from  the  register,  that  William  Watt,  third  company  42d 
Royal  Highlanders,  was  admitted,  with  dysentery,  by  Mr.  Macleod 
into  the  North  front  hospital,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1828,  and 
discharged  on  the  2d  of  December  following. 

(Signed)  “  B.  NICHOLSON, 

“  Surgeon,  42d  Royal  Highlanders 

“  Gibraltar ;  May  14,  1830.” 

With  respect  to  convalescence  after  mercury,  I  believe  that 
were  it  necessary,  those  whose  testimony  might  really  be  of 
any  value,  could  come  forward  in  perfect  contradiction  of  Dr. 
Barry’s  statement,  by  proving  that  numbers  of  the  cases  of  the 
most  favorable  re-establishment  to  health,  were  those  who  had 
had  that  remedy  administered. 

One  more  point  now  only  remains  to  be  noticed  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  so  important  that  the  public  should  be  rightly  informed 
about:  Dr.  Barry  talks  of  having  declined  the  use  of  mercury 
in  “  consultation  with  my  colleagues  of  the  Sheds’  hospital,” 
without,  however,  saying  who  those  “  colleagues”  were :  he 
also  stated  on  a  certain  recorded  proceeding  at  Gibraltar,  that, 
in  corroboration  of  his  own  opinion  as  to  the  exhibition  of 
mercury  in  any  shape  being  prejudicial  in  yellow  fever,  Mr. 
Macleod  of  the  42d,  “who  has  been  thirty  years  in  the  service, 
concurred,  as  did  nearly  every  medical  officer  who  has  been 
under  my  direction.”  What  is  to  be  thought  of  such  asser¬ 
tions,  in  the  face  of  the  following  certificates  ?  the  first  coming 
from  the  gentleman  whom  he  names;  the  others  from  those 
who,  by  possibility,  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  meant  by 
Dr.  Barry. 

“  I  hereby  declare,  1st.  That,  though  a  very  long  time  in  his 
Majesty’s  service,  I  had  never  till  last  year,  at  Gibraltar,  seen  any 
case  of  the  disease  known  by  the  name  of  the  yellow  fever.  2dly. 
That  I  did  not  arrive  at  Gibraltar,  from  leave  of  absence,  till  about 
the  close  of  the  epidemic,  when  a  few  cases  only  occurred  in  the 
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42d,  and  of  which  a  considerable  proportion  unfortunately  proved 
fatal  under  the  mistreatment.  3dly.  That,  having  had  no  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  effects  of  mercury,  I  could  not,  and  did  not,  at  any 
time  state,  4  the  exhibition  of  it,  in  any  shape,  during  the  late  epi¬ 
demic,  to  be  extremely  prejudicial.’ 

(Signed)  44  S.  MACLEOD, 

“  Surgeon,  42d  Regiment.” 

«  Gibraltar;  17 th  March ,  1829.” 


“  I  beg  to  declare,  1st.  That  I  have  been  thirty-four  years  in  his 
Majesty’s  service.  2dly.  That  I  have  witnessed  three  epidemics  in 
this  garrison.  3dly .  That,  far  from  having  stated,  at  any  time,  that 
the  exhibition  of  mercury  was  prejudicial,  in  the  late  epidemic,  I 
found,  after  great  experience,  that  it  was  the  only  remedy  to  be 
relied  on,  and  in  a  manner  our  sheet-anchor,  in  the  disease  known 
by  the  name  of  yellow  fever,  such  as  it  has  appeared  at  Gibraltar, 
as  an  epidemic,  on  various  occasions.  I  am  further  borne  out  in 
this  opinion  by  the  official  report  of  Dr.  Gilpin,  principal  medical 
officer  during  the  epidemic  of  1813,  in  this  garrison,  and  which  re¬ 
port  may  now  be  seen  in  the  Medical  Office.  In  that  report  it  is 
stated,  that  the  medical  officers  were  agreed  as  to  the  superior  effi¬ 
cacy  of  the  mercurial  treatment,  as  was  Dr.  Gilpin  himself,  after 
extensive  experience  during  a  long  residence  in  the  West  Indies. 

(Signed)  44  R  AMIEL, 

“  Surgeon,  12th  Regiment.” 

“Gibraltar;  20 th  March ,  1829. 
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I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  1st.  That,  instead  of  declining 
to  exhibit  mercury  during  the  late  epidemic,  I  made  use  of  it,  from  a 
thorough  conviction,  grounded  on  experience,  of  its  superior  efficacy 
to  all  other  remedies.  2dly.  That,  far  from  having  expressed, 
at  any  time,  that  the  effects  of  that  remedy  were  prejudicial,  I 

continued  the  use  of  it. 

(Signed)  “J.  GILLICE, 

«  Assistant  Surgeon,  12th  Regiment.” 


“Gibraltar;  1 6th  March ,  1829,” 

The  profession  has  here,  then,  as  on  other  points,  ample 
evidence  shewing  how  far  matters  relative  to  a  very  important 
subject  had  been  fairly  placed  before  the  public. 

I  have  now  done  with  questions  regarding  which  I  cannot 
be  supposed  to  have  had  any  interest  more  than  as  a  member 
of  all  honourable  profession,  and  which  people  will  probably 
be  disposed  to  agree  with  my  antagonist  were  perhaps  brought 
forward  44  in  an  evil  hour”  for  himself  i  between  us,  owing  to 
your  kindness  in  affording  space  for  lengthened  details,  the 
profession  is  likely  to  obtain  what  is  so  much  its  due.  In  some 
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of  the  details  which  I  have  felt  it  my  painful  but  indispensable 
task  to  enter  upon  for  the  thorough  clearing  up  of  subjects  of 
paramount  importance,  it  may  be  perceived  that  the  office  has 
not  been  an  enviable  one.  The  cause  to  which  I  have  been 
opposed,  respecting  the  contagion,  &c.  of  yellow  fever,  never 
could  have  required  (had  it  been  a  fair  one,)  the  aids  which  I 
have  exposed  in  the  foregoing  pages. 

Fort  Pitt ,  Chatham. 


J.  AND  C.  ADLARD,  PRINTERS, 
BARTHOLOMEW  CLOSE. 


